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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	1.10-2.50
	Respondent introduces his relevant experience in the field of planning, having initially studied in Glasgow and subsequently lived and worked in the city for a period of 30 years. This was specifically in relation to environmental improvements regarding town centre areas, retailing and housing schemes (including Drumchapel, Easterhouse and Pollok) in and around the city during the period 1987-2001. Latterly, the respondent worked for a national agency, however there was an ongoing connection with the Glasgow area.
	

	
	‘’When the schemes were built, I think the priority for a lot of people in the authorities was the housing. To get the housing built, to allow people a better quality of housing than within the older areas in Glasgow city. The priority was to get the houses built and for most people, that would give them more space for families, better services in terms of bathroom, kitchen…just a better quality of house. In later years there may have been issues with the housing, but the priority was to get it built. Now often, services came later and a lot of schemes were left with derelict areas. There was often a plan to build housing or something on them, but quite often they lay vacant for 20 years.  I should have said that I spent a couple of years mapping vacant and derelict land, some of which was marked for industrial or housing uses…but some of them were left vacant for a very long time. 
	2.55-5.30

	5.30-7.35
	Respondent mentions his involvement in improvement projects arising from regional authority funding to city authorities, enabling the development of cycling and walking routes and also tree-planting initiatives. Also introduced is the respondent’s 25 years of involvement with Planning Aid Scotland, a voluntary organisation that helps residents better understand and engage with the planning process. 
	

	
	‘’The planning system has, in spite of what people say, since 1947, always had provision for consultation in the process. However probably till the late ‘60s or early ‘70s, this was mostly ‘top down’ and not a real inclusion. ‘We’re proposing doing this: what do you think?’ It was take it or leave it.”
	7.40-8.31

	8.40-10.55
	Respondent states that some improvement in meaningful engagement has taken place over the past 40-50 years through a more inclusive approach, however limitations in how this was carried out meant that perhaps around 4 out of 100 residents would give feedback during a consultation phase, and that only when the actual work began was the extent of opposition made clear.
	

	11.00-15.00
	The focus on the provision of houses as a priority is revisited by the respondent, who emphasises that in many cases the provision of community facilities such as shops and access to medical care did not initially receive a lot of consideration, with environmental issues being not considered at all. Also mentioned is the effect of separation of family members when a move to a housing scheme took place. What may now be considered to be a relatively short distance to travel would not necessarily have been the case when a move to a new housing scheme first occurred. 
	

	
	‘’Certainly quite a lot of the land needed remediation or treatment due to pollution because of previous uses. There was also quite a lot of undermining which people were aware of, so there’s that aspect. Also, the mining industry was in decline; big collieries were closing like Cardowan. Also, you had huge areas like Cardowan that were undermined and also used for tipping, which needed some kind of treatment.”
	15.20-16.20

	16.25-18.30
	Consideration of the issue of land reclamation, with Cardowan mentioned by the respondent as the largest project they were involved in with regards to cycle and walking paths and tree planting. The Scottish Development Agency was involved in land reclamation in terms of ground treatment, however on some occasions, soil specialists would recommend planting as a means of taking up contaminants. 
	

	
	“I think the Cardowan area worked very well. I visited 10 years ago after it was planted. The woodland was well-developed and so on. Yes, there’ll be anti-social uses going on, but in terms of what we had before, in terms of equality of opportunity, it was much transformed so that was quite a big one. There was another area, Darnley, just on the south edge of Glasgow, it goes into East Renfrewshire; again another mining area. But it’s now connected as a path network in that area. It now seems to be quite well used and gives access to various reservoirs.” 
	19.00-20.47

	20.50-22.40
	Respondent mentions the cycle route established between Pollok housing estate and Pollok Country Park and how the two locations were initially separated by the building of the M77 motorway. Subsequently, a cycle path link was built underneath the M77. 
	

	22.50-25.00
	Respondent recalls the site contamination at locations in Cambuslang, Springburn and the East End of Glasgow which resulted from the use of luminous, radioactive paint used in the manufacture of clocks and instrument dials. The respondent also describes how these sites would have been required to be decontaminated or ‘capped’ with a layer of clay and a membrane before use for any other purposes. 
	

	25.20-27.00
	The importance of providing easy access to naturally occurring sites such as green spaces, streams and rivers and the necessity of maintaining them is highlighted as an important factor relative to both the promotion of biodiversity and improving the health of local residents. 
	

	
	“We did do planting and paths around Cathkin Braes and the area around Carmunnock above that. So we did do some work around Castlemilk. There was quite a substantial stately home up in Castlemilk. There was another area of planting along the road that runs between Kings Park and Castlemilk. I did do something with Planning Aid in the Castlemilk Community, but that was helping them to better understand the planning system so that they could influence it.” 
	27.10-29.18

	29.45-35.53
	In terms of what can be learned from past examples, the respondent states that in all housing sectors (public, private and third), access to green space should be an important consideration at the planning stage for all future housing developments, with engagement with the public taking place from the beginning. In addition, it is emphasised that the factors of accessibility, safety and security and a sense of ownership on the part of residents will grow from this process, which is in contrast to the examples from the post-war period. It’s important that lessons are learned this project may play a part in this learning process.
	

	
	Interview ends with thanks.
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