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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00:45 – 2:00
	Interviewer asks Marion why her family were living in post war housing.  Marion explains her family had to keep moving because they had more children.  When she was born her parents were living in a single end flat in the West End of Glasgow.    As the family grew (Marion has 4 younger brothers), they moved to larger accommodation first in a new scheme in Castlemilk, then to a flat in Quarrywood Road, Barmulloch.
	

	2:00 – 5:53
	Interviewer asks Marion what age she was when her family moved to Quarrywood Road.  Marion thinks she was five or six.  She describes going to school near her granny’s house in Riddrie with her younger brother by themselves on the bus when they were 6 and 5, respectively.    She says her mother lied about their address as it was the only way she could get to school as her mother had to look after her younger siblings.   Marion and her younger brother went to her granny’s house at lunch time and after school.

The home in Quarrywood Road was an upper flat in a flat roofed ‘four in a block’.   Marion describes it as having stairs ‘everywhere’ and wondering how her mother managed with young children and prams.  Marion’s other gran lived with the family.  There was a living room, a kitchen, a bathroom and three bedrooms; her parents had one, her Gran had one and all the children were together in one room.  The flat became too small for the family, so they moved to a house in Robroyston Avenue.   Marion also moved schools at that time to St Philomena’s which was just across the road from them.    
	

	
	‘I remember my mum always saying, if anybody asks you at school where do you stay?  ‘WHERE DO YOU STAY?’ And I had to say my Gran’s address, [given in interview], that was needs must, you know, people didn’t think, you know, what do you do if you’ve got five children and you are on your own?’
	04:05 – 04:40

	05:55 – 10:00
	Interviewer asks Marion about her memories of the house in Robroyston Avenue.  She describes it as ‘cracking’.   There had been damp in the families’ previous homes in Castlemilk and Quarrywood Road, however this was not the case in the new house.   

The house in Robroyston Avenue was a semi-detached five apartment; downstairs, there was a living room, a kitchen leading into the garden, a front room that was ‘kept for good’ where the record player was kept.  Upstairs there were three bedrooms and a bathroom; Marion had her own room; her brothers shared a room and her parents had the third.   Marion later moved into the front room as her aunt and cousin came to stay with the family and moved into her bedroom.  

Marion describes wandering with her brothers, going to the dump in Quarrywood Road and bringing back wood, then being given tools and nails to build dens in their back garden, at one time having a two-storey den.

Marion talks about rhubarb fields across the road (from Robroyston Avenue) and going through these to Hogganfield loch and further on to her Gran’s.   

Across the road from the house in Robroyston Road were newer flats built in the sixties that bordered on Blackhill.  
	

	
	‘To this day I still dream about that house, I dream that I’ve inherited it somehow and I’m doing it up, because to this day I still think what a brilliant house and I know what I’d do with it now, really solid, no damp, that was the big thing no damp’.
	06:44 – 07:02

	
	‘So, we’ve got all the Blackhill stories [names given of notorious local families] ……….  Money lenders, murders, all that stuff, but the house was great!’
	09:40– 10:00

	10:00 – 13:32
	Interviewer asks Marion about her father growing vegetables.  She advises he did this in Quarrywood Road, but not Robroyston Avenue - although there was plenty of space for this, by that time he had three jobs and time was limited.  

Marion’s parents fostered children, this meant that in addition to the five children in the family there were always babies.   Children from other houses in the street were always playing in the family’s garden; Marion describes the babies as a great attraction as in those days young girls were allowed to take babies out in their prams.

Marion describes going to the factor’s house to pay the rent for their home in Robroyston Avenue.  She had to wait in a queue outside the house, then go into his living room and pay.  
	

	
	‘You just knocked somebody’s door, ‘can I take your baby out?’ and you took the babies a walk in the pram.’
	11:35 – 11:38

	13:40 – 17:05
	Marion gives further information about the house in Robroyston Avenue.     It had gardens on all three sides.  The rooms were of a good size and all had coal fires, although these were blocked up.   

Marion says her father blocked up the chimneys in the house as this stopped drafts coming down them.  People were moving away from coal fires to using electric heaters.    They had bar fires to begin with then latterly her parents got storage heaters in an attempt to save money.  Marion says they were good for drying the washing but not so great at heating the house.

Marion describes having access to lots of outside places; she and her friends used to roam to Wallace’s Well, Robroyston Hospital and travelled for ‘miles and miles.’  
	

	17:05 – 20:32
	Interviewer asks Marion about her neighbours.    She says there was a family through the wall that she doesn’t remember well.   Later on, the neighbours changed to a family that Marion describes as ‘a bit more rough and ready’.  She and her brothers were friendly with children from families across the road.  Marion describes other local families; one that was known as money lenders, one where the husband was regularly in prison and another where the mother appeared ‘down trodden and not coping’.    

Marion returns to describing what she got up to with her friends; playing in the local streets and rhubarb patches.  They also played on the railway, sliding down the embankments until a young boy was killed.   

Marion describes her mum as well educated and writing letters for neighbours who were illiterate.   
	

	
	‘I remember the folk in the flats used to shout you up and you used to get sent across for Aksit powders to the shops and they’d give you a penny for going and as we now know Askit powders were addictive – every woman in the flats was on Askit powders.’
	18:28 – 18:45

	
	‘My mum got a picture from the railway safety board or something.  She put it right at the front door and it was a horrendous poster saying stay safe on the railway.  It was a chicken getting its head decapitated.  She put it right at the front door so there was no going back to play in the railway.’
	19:42 – 20:00

	20:32 – 22:30
	Marion describes her dad as always working on ‘clapped out vans’ so the family could go on holiday.  Her Mum made the family sleeping bags out of old quilts.  They also went on day trips when they would park up the van, spend the day outside then get flasks of soup and rolls and sausage made on the camper gas stove in the back of the van.  
	

	
	‘Your suitcase, was you stuffed your clothes into a pillow case that was your pillow and your clothes for your holiday and off we went!  5 weans, a foster baby and a pram and a big black dug and away we went!’
	20:54 - 21:10

	23:25 – 28:05
	Interviewer asks Marion where she went to in Glasgow as a child/teenager.    Marion describes her dad as an avid reader who was self-taught as his education had been cut short when his mother was widowed.  The family went to visit the Art Galleries to find things out and the Fossil Garden.  They went to stately homes but couldn’t afford to go into them, so they looked at them from outside while the parents told the children all about them.     

Marion talks about going to the cinema – every year their Dad took the children for a Christmas treat.  They also went to the ABC Minors on a Saturday morning near to Marion’s Granny’s house.  

Interviewer asks Marion if she thinks there is a link between her love of travel in later life and her family going away; Marion believes there is, ‘one hundred percent’.
	

	
	‘We were always going somewhere.  We never had good clothes; we never had good toys but we always had books and were always in a library and we were always away.  Which no one else did.  People had better clothes and better toys but when we were loading up that van every wean in the street was out and everybody was hanging out their windows going that’s the Cairns’ away again and away we went out in the fresh air.’
	24:46 – 25:16

	28:05 – 30:50
	Marion was still living in Robroyston Avenue when she was a teenager.  She recalls going out to clubs – Maestros, Tiffanys and the Electric Garden.  When the family moved to East Kilbride, Marion was about 18 and in the last year of studying childcare at Langside College.   Asked by the interviewer about her most vivid memory of Robroyston Avenue, Marion says it was getting her dog and her dad working in the garden, saying it was all ‘happy memories.’ 
	

	
	‘That was a very formative time in my life, when I went through a lot of changes and that’s what sticks with me and honestly, it’s the only house my mum and dad were ever in that wasn’t damp.  They moved to a new house in East Kilbride and it was running with damp again and I still remember, you know, what joy it was just not to have black mould on the walls.’
	30:22 – 30:46

	30:50 – 35:28
	Interviewer asks Marion about secondary school.  Marion went to Charlotte St School in London Road, travelling by two buses to get there.   She talks about fighting in Robroyston Avenue around this time and thinks this is what led her parents to decide to leave.  Marion describes getting ‘beaten up’ by a boy when she was at the corner shop.    There were a lot of gangs in the area and one of her brothers started to get into trouble.  At this time her Mum was offered a job in Burnbank and her dad was travelling to East Kilbride every day, so this added to the decision to move.   Marion was excited to move to East Kilbride – she describes it as a ‘step up’.  However, once she moved, she says she ‘hated it’ and moved back to Glasgow.   
	

	35:45 – 39:00
	Interviewer asks Marion about industrial action.  She replies both of her parents were involved in unions and that she comes from a left-wing family.  Her dad had a friend who was a communist and she remembers them having long philosophical discussions on the working class and the children were included.   Marion says this gave them a moral compass.  They considered strikes to be about getting better conditions and workers’ rights.   Marion discusses the importance of earning a living, describing how both her parents always worked hard, taking multiple jobs to have enough money.  
	

	39:00- 43:30
	The interviewer asks Marion about her memories of food growing up.  Marion says her mum baked and cooked from scratch to feed the family.    

When Marion’s mum went back to work, she got 50p a week to get her brothers up and off to school and feed them when they got home.  They usually had mince and potatoes or stew, ‘good solid food’.    

When Marion’s mum got paid on a Friday she brought home AZTEC bars for the children – sweeties weren’t something they had all the time.   On Saturdays Marion’s mum bought cakes and comics for them when she finished work at lunch time.   

Marion’s mum did make some adventurous recipes; gammon steaks with pineapple, gammon steaks with apricot and chutney and curry.

Marion also talks about the amount of washing always needing to be done and hanging up in the house. 
	

	
	‘The kitchen was the kinda engine room of the house, there was always something in the oven and something on the top of the cooker and always dishes needing done; it was never clean, you know, because it was a working room, you know, no shiny surfaces.  It was just all work, you know, there was always something needing done and washing getting done everywhere and washing hanging up everywhere.’
	41:14 – 41:35

	43:35 – 45:56
	The interviewer asks Marion about East Kilbride.  Marion was excited about the move, her brothers less keen, as they were still at school.  However, when she got there, she wasn’t impressed with what she found.  She had been used to a choice of places to go in Glasgow and seeing people in fashionable clothes.   Marion went to stay with her aunt in Riddrie, until her parents said she should invite her friends out to East Kilbride, which she did, so the house was full again but this time with teenagers.   
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]‘I remember everybody had on yellow cagoules and I thought it was a fashion statement that I had missed, then I discovered that is what people wore.’
	44:20 – 44:29

	45:56 – 53:00
	Interviewer asks about the house in East Kilbride.  Marion says it was ‘running with damp’.  Marion says it makes her angry to think her parents only had one house that was damp free.  Interviewer asks Marion whether she thinks Housing staff blamed people living there for the mould because they didn’t open the windows.  Marion agrees with this.  Problems also arose from flat roof houses and metal windows.  The bathroom in the East Kilbride house had black mould in it.  

The house had underfloor heating which they changed to storage heaters as they were cheaper to run.  Marion’s Dad also put thin polystyrene tiles under the wallpaper to make the house warmer – Marion says it was a ‘constant battle’ to stop damp.   The flat her parents later moved to in East Kilbride was also damp until the windows were changed to double glazing.

The East Kilbride house was in Long Calderwood in a road named ‘Orlando’ – roads in that part of town are named after Shakespearian characters.   The house was a terraced 5 apartment New Town house, it had; a good sized garden,  pitched roof, pebble dashed walls, metal windows, a tiny entrance hall for the size of the house, a living room with a hatch leading to  a good sized kitchen, second room downstairs (which doubled as a dining room and bedroom), a backdoor leading out to a long garden with a lock up at the bottom and three bedrooms upstairs.  

Marion’s family settled in and as they got to know other families in the terrace, they would take it in turn to hold parties on Saturday nights.
	

	
	‘Another wee room downstairs, which my Mum was pleased to call her dining room.’
	50:39 – 50:45

	53:00 – 59:25
	Interviewer asks Marion about what her parents felt moving to East Kilbride.    Marion’s mum wanted to move, but her Dad thought it would be ‘financial suicide’ as there was a higher standard of living there.  Marion describes a place where everyone was working in factories, had cars and fitted carpets and blinds; ‘it was a step up’.  The town was well looked after by the Development Corporation.   Although, she does say she saw more fights there on Saturday nights and more drunkenness than she had seen in Glasgow.  She also recalls being shocked at being offered drugs in the town.    

Marion refers to people in the town going to social clubs attached to factories for entertainment and that she sometimes went to dinner dances in the local fire station, where her uncle worked.

Marion says there is no soul or culture in East Kilbride, saying it sold its soul to ‘big businesses’.  Marion still lives in the town and loves her house and the surrounding greenery, but returns to Glasgow to socialise.
	

	
	‘I had never seen anybody out running, unless they were running in a gang, unless it was a running gang fight.   I thought what are these people doing, there was folk running up and down the street.  I didn’t know there was such a thing as a sports centre.   People were bigger, stronger, healthier looking.’
	53:20 – 53:42

	
	‘I remember one night my pals came out from Glasgow and we met these guys and they said, do you want to come to a club? To the NEL club?  and we were oh, so glad there’s a club! Oh, thank God there’s a club.  ….. We’ll go with them and dump them when we got in.  Ha ha ha!  Because that is what you did.  And we went there and it was a social club, in like a canteen.  I was appalled and we couldn’t get rid of them because their mums and dads and everyone was there!  And I was like, what! you go out on a Saturday night with your mum and dad?!’
	56:12 – 56:54

	59:25 – 01:03:36 
	Marion talks about her current house in East Kilbride, which was built in the 50s, being damp free due to the type of construction.  She then talks about a consultation event she recently went to about the redevelopment of East Kilbride town centre where new housing is to be built.   She spoke to the organisers about the lack of gardens, places to hang washing and room for children to play in their plans and was dissatisfied with their response that there were walkways that could be used and Juliette balconies.   She thinks the new flats will be ‘the slums of the future’.  

Marion refers to the link between good housing and health and feels it shouldn’t just be about frantic building housing, and there is a role for health professionals.  Marion says that when East Kilbride was planned there was a psychologist on the Development Corporation and green spaces and shops were built into local communities connected by paths.     She believes this provides ‘richness’ to the area.  
	

	
	“After the war housing was the responsibility of the Ministry of Health – they didn’t have a Housing Department.   That is how we got decent housing.”       
	01:02:06 – 01:02:39

	01:03:44 – 01:05:48 
	Interviewer asks Marion about being at Troon beach in 40 minutes from East Kilbride.  She talks about a friend of her brother who had a car, so they often went to the Ayrshire coast.  They also went to rural Lanarkshire, so Marion got to know these areas.   
	

	1:05:48 – 1:07:10
	Interview concludes with Marion reflecting further on the link between health and housing and quality of life.  She recalls how her parents cared for one of her brothers who had asthma in a damp house and refers to a child recently dying from asthma while living in a damp house.
	

	
	‘I really do have a thing about poor housing because I know what an impact it has on health and well-being.’
	1:05:58 – 1:06:09

	1:07:11
	Interviewer thanks Marion for taking part in the interview. 
	

	
	“I hope people listening to this realise people deserve the best, not better, but the best.”
	1:07:23 – 1:07:30

	01:07:30
	Interview ends
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