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(from: mins/secs)
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	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	1.21-2.52
	Respondent introduces her relevant experience in post-war housing, moving from a room and kitchen in Paisley to a council flat in Clydebank.
	

	
	‘What I remember about Boyle Street is that it was a house with three bedrooms and a bath and a space at the back to play, where the house in Paisley had a toilet on each floor which we shared. I remember the street being full of children. Me and my sister shared a bedroom and my mum and dad and baby brother had another bedroom. My dad made the third bedroom into a playroom for us. It had a stone floor so he painted hopscotch squares on it so we could play in the room’.
	2.55-4.21

	4.25-9.01
	Respondent mentions having lots of friends to play with and being very happy in Boyle Street, in addition to having many relations nearby in the local area.
Respondent recalls moving to the Whitecrook area of Clydebank at the age of 9 or 10. This was McLean Street, but this time it was to a three bedroomed house with a front and back garden. The family now had grown to 9 (two parents and 7 children), and still the dominant feel to memories of this time is one of happiness and playing with friends. Respondent recalls there being an oak tree in the garden, and this being the only tree in the street where they lived. 
The house had a coal fire in the living room and linoleum floors and was very cold in winter. Storage heaters were bought to heat the other rooms; however, these were extremely expensive to run. 
	

	
	‘’I went back a few years ago. There was a lane at the back of the house where the bin men came to collect the bins. That’s where I learned to ride a bike. But when we were learning to ride a bike, this lane seemed incredibly long. When we went back, it was overgrown and me and my sisters thought, how could it have seemed so long? It was just a tiny wee lane’’. 
	9.04-10.00

	10.03-15.04
	Street games played are described, including Chinese Ropes in which elastic bands were stretched around player’s ankles to provide a pattern to rhythmically jump over, skipping ropes, Running Races, Kick the Can, Hide and Seek and Street Tennis using really bald tennis balls, and throwing small rubber balls against the wall and catching them using a variety of moves. Respondent emphasises that people shared their possessions in order to all play such a wide variety of games, and that everyone was out playing as long as the weather was good. 
For playing indoors, the children in the family played with a doll’s house which was a Christmas present from an aunt and uncle. Respondent remembers playing with a Spirograph set aged around 11 or 12, and a toy remembered with particular affection was the Magic Robot, which when spun on a board would answer a question using a pointer. Going to the library was also enjoyed, as a consequence of a personal quality of natural curiosity (which is still present today). Aged around 10, a letter was written to the Sunday Mail, asking a question about a pet hamster. This was selected for answer and a prize of an encyclopaedia was awarded. This was much loved. 
	

	15.09-19.32
	The kind of food prepared was discussed and the respondent remembers that as the family did not always own a fridge, her mother visited the local food shops every day and bought seasonal food, so meals were always freshly prepared, with an absence of any kind of ready meals.  Potatoes, vegetables, bacon and sausages were served often, but a favourite was macaroni cheese, which was very much enjoyed. Liver (intensely disliked) was also served and had to be eaten. Also disliked was boiled fish and potatoes, something the respondent would not eat today. There was though no alternative but to eat whatever was served up to the family. In general, variety, compared with what is available today, was very limited. Because the family was so big, there was no food left at the end of every day except for some bread and filling for the respondent’s father to take to work the next day (he was a painter and decorator, initially in houses and offices but latterly in John Brown’s Shipyard), and breakfast cereal. Four pints of milk was delivered every day, although up to six extra had to be bought daily as the family grew. 
	

	
	‘’In Whitecrook there was a row of shops, mostly owned by the Co-op, in this street called Fleming Avenue. There was a grocer’s a dairy, a shoe shop, a chemist, a fish shop, a butcher’s, and a draper’s. And right at the very end there was a Galbraith’s, and that was the only competition to the Co-op. You could pretty much get anything you wanted in this row of shops, so the area was really well served. There was a huge department store       Co-op in Clydebank if there was anything you wanted that you couldn’t get locally; it’s seen better days now. 
	1934-20-35

	20.39-30.42
	Respondent mentions staying mostly in the local area for shopping and rarely going to Clydebank centre. On occasion, she would go to Clydebank itself with her aunt on a Saturday to a shop that sold a wide variety of food and also wines and spirits. Butter and cheese was on display in large blocks and the butter was sold in smaller portions, being divided by a sales assistant using wooden pats. The shop had a very interesting and distinctive smell due to the large variety of food and drink sold. 
Recollections school life included description of being in a very large class of 44 children during Primary 5. The school was a short walk from home. A love of learning and consequently the school itself is emphasised, in particular project work. Of note is the fact that with the help of her mother, the candidate wrote to the Russian Embassy in London for help and information on an assigned project, the topic of which was Yuri Gargarin, the first man in space. A helpful response was received, which included a copy of the youth edition of Pravda. The school was not appreciative of this when the respondent brought the documents into school, being told that communist literature should not have been brought in to a catholic school. The respondent recalls having to ask her father what communism meant. Another project remembered was on the topic of bread, and the respondent recalls, with the help of her mother, writing to the manufacturer of the flour that they used. Again, a very full and helpful response was received. 
In terms of secondary school, this was not enjoyed as much as primary. After passing the 11+ exam, the respondent recalls having to attend an all-girls school in Dumbarton (Notre Dame), which was some distance away from home. There was also an all-boys school a short distance away on the same street. The respondent did not appreciate being separated from friends and siblings and also not being in a mixed environment as was the case for primary school. 
	

	
	‘When I got the opportunity to leave, when I was 16, after my Highers, I applied for a job in the Civil Service. I was really young, and it never occurred to my 16-year-old self that I wouldn’t get the job and I did get the job. So when I was offered the job I just took it; I didn’t stay on till 6th year and then I was in the same job for 44 years’. 
	30.48-31-30

	31.34-37.52
	Local amenities were discussed offering opportunities for leisure activities and hobbies. The one local cinema, situated at what was known as the ‘top of the hill’ was mentioned. The local park was popular and was known as ‘John Brown’s Park’, or ‘The Yachting Pond’, where children used to sail their toy boats on the pond (later turned into a skateboard park) there. There was also a park facility with a running track (used by the Clydebank Harriers) and some tennis courts. 
The main local employers were then mentioned as being the Singer Sewing Machine Company (where the respondent’s mother worked, later working in St. Margaret’s Hospice) in addition to John Brown’s Shipyard. Respondent mentions how things became more difficult as local employers, especially larger ones, began to close down. John Brown’s was replaced by Marathon and Singer’s also closed down, the Business Park then being established in their place. Every family had members employed by these two large companies and were affected by their closure. The Business Park was composed of mainly small business and the respondent never knew anyone who worked there. The town is very different now.
	

	37.57-41.17
	Holidays were recalled as being mainly taken at home, with day trips to Dalmuir Park being enjoyed. It was difficult to be able to afford holidays away, especially as there were 9 family members, Once, a holiday was spent in a caravan at Port Seton (this was arranged by an aunt and uncle). Another year, the respondent’s father had booked a holiday, however this was when the UCS  (Upper Clyde Shipbuilder’s strike was organised, and had to be cancelled due to the resulting shortage of money. The first family holiday when all family members went way was when the respondent was aged 15. An aunt had bought a caravan near Girvan, with all the family going there together. Later, the caravan was moved to Arbroath and continued to be a family destination. No-one felt disadvantaged, it was just how things were.
	

	41.23-44.21
	In terms of social issues affecting the local area, the respondent stated that there was nothing of any pressing or unusual importance, positive or negative, except perhaps the spectre of redundancy which later became apparent. The overall feeling of growing up in the area was one of happiness. People knew and helped each other and there was an overall feeling of safety. 
	

	
	‘In primary school, the belt was used daily. I got the belt twice, both in Primary 1. The first time I wouldn’t have been quite five, and the teacher gave me the belt because-she’d written everybody’s names out on a piece of paper and you had to put it on your desk. Mine’s was on my desk and one Friday, she said that she wanted everybody to get their names out of their desk and put them on the desk, and I couldn’t find my name. So she gave me the belt. And there was another time when I had a wee hanky, my mum ironed one every day, and I had a wee hanky in the pocket of my blouse and the hanky fell out onto the floor, and the teacher gave me the belt for dropping the hanky. So when I went home and told my mum, she didn’t complain to the school as I would have done, she just sewed the hanky into the pocket of my school blouse so I couldn’t drop it. That was the only time I got the belt and I was aged four, maybe five. This lady was the Deputy Head Mistress. But when I was leaving primary school. She said to me that I was a really reliable girl and to go round to Lydia Wilson’s sweet shop and buy forty or so sweets for the class, and I though she doesn’t remember belting me but I remember her doing that’.
	44.26-46.36

	46.46-50.29
	In talking further about punishment at school, the respondent remembers mostly boys being belted, rarely girls. The belt was never used in the high school attended, and it was in the school office hanging up, but it was never used as such. Lines or detention were alternative methods or punishment used in high school, although detention wasn’t used often as many children had to travel some distance by train. Physical fights between pupils tended not to happen and it was emphasised by the staff that better was expected of the female pupils. Even when the respondent was slightly injured in an accident, this theme was also applied. 
	

	50.35-54.55
	Whenever the family moved, the respondent states that although friends in the same street were missed, they were usually met during school. The respondent loved living in McLean Street because of the back garden, but the move to North Elgin Street was appreciated because with four bedrooms, the accommodation was better suited to family needs.  This was where the respondent lived until her marriage. Also, although there was a mix of both Catholic and Non-Denominational schools (known to the children as ‘Protestant schools’), there was usually only what could be considered a ‘friendly rivalry’ between the pupils of the different schools. It was never really thought to ask why people went to different schools.  
	

	55.08-61.03
	Christmas was a time which was always spent in the family home. Because of the age range of the children, there were always toys which all siblings played with. A memory of Christmas Dinner is that of it being chicken rather than turkey, and the family drinking blackcurrant cordial, referred to as Christmas Wine. The days is remembered as being chaotic and noisy (the respondent’s father used to turn his hearing aid off) but primarily of being ‘the best time’ and ‘the best fun’. 
In summary, the time spent growing up in the area with family was one of tremendous appreciation and happiness. 
	

	
	Interview ends with thanks.
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