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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00:44-02:50
	The respondent says that he will be speaking mostly about his childhood home in Castlemilk, further up the scheme on Ardencraig road. He notes that it was a tenemental flat, in the same style as his current home and that he had his own room. He discusses living there since he was nearly one, and the amenities that the flat had. 
	

	
	‘small traditional one with the fake coal, plastic and the twirly bits that fell off all the time [laughs] and the three bars’
	03:05-03:13

	
	The respondent talks about sleeping arrangements, saying that he had his own bedroom because he is an only child. He described the location of the house, right on the Cathkin Braes, right on the end of the scheme. 
	

	
	‘so, out our back window we saw, we’re really high up, saw the whole of the city, so you could see the whole of the city out the back window, and out the front window you were just looking at the Cathkin Braes there was nothing in front of us. So, my memories of that, obviously it wasn’t the case all the time, my memories of being young is that it was always sunny [laughs] and going up and down the Cathkin Braes, so I kinda remember lookin out my bedroom window and kinda running doon the stairs and going to play with your pals on the Cathkin Braes and these fields would just go on forever, really strong memory ive got of, of in that flat [laughs]’ 
	04:30-05:06

	05:06-05:34
	The respondent discusses it being almost rural with the next town, East Kilbride being too far to walk and beyond that being South Lanarkshire. 
	

	
	‘It was a funny thing because it did feel quite outside all the time in that flat actually [laughs]’
	05:34-05:40

	05.40-07:21
	The respondent says he went to Tormusk Primary School, one of two in the scheme. He says he was furthest away and right on the boundary for that school.  He says his family was involved in the Church of Scotland Castlemilk East Church, especially his Grandmother, who went for more for the social activity and his uncles who were elders in the church. He remembers the Baptist church being built mid 1970s and it being sometimes used but not much.
	

	
	‘ And a lived right across the road from the roman catholic church, I was a, erm, protestant, I lived across the road from the Roman Catholic Church, my friends were, my friends were Roman Catholics, obviously went to a different school, but the Church was right across the road, St Martins Chapel was right across the road so I knew the priest and stuff like that [laughs] because he was always coming out the church and things like that you know. I even had a fear of one of the priests even though he couldne dae anthin tae me really [laughs] but I had a fear I remember that in terms of the church, whether it was a justified fear or no’ 
	07:21-07:52

	07:52-10:56
	The respondent talks about the lack of shops, saying the closest ones were nearly a mile away near the primary school - a wee row with a corner shop and a butchers. He has strong memories of going to the Castlemilk Shopping Centre, now called the Braes, with his mum to the Fine Fare supermarket. The respondent recalls his mum and gran talking about there being no shops in the early 60s, but by 70s there was a shopping centre, a chippy, a supermarket, but he doesn’t know if it was enough. There was a doctor’s surgery and a housing office, where you would queue up to pay your rent, in the shopping centre. 
	

	10.56-12.35
	The respondent talks about working in the Castlemilk social work office when he was an adult. After moving out of the scheme when he was in his 20s. He also talks about there being some businesses where his Gran lived but not in his bit of the scheme. 
	

	12:57 – 13:06
	The respondent talks about the community in Castlemilk, recalling loads of friends, their names, playing football with them and remembering his neighbours strongly. 
	

	
	‘I remember my neighbours strongly, I can, I can visualise, I can tell you what their names were and where they lived and flat to be honest with you, erm, my neighbour across the landing from me looked after me sometimes, my father died when I was quite young and my mum went back to work and my neighbour used to look after me before I went to school and when I came back from school she was watching for me sort of stuff so ive got dead fond memories of her Mrs Docherty her name was, erm, Mr and Mrs Docherty, erm, ay so I remember all the people in my close, very, very, erm, vividly, and even probably three or four closes beside, to be honest with you, you knew where everybody, who everybody was as well […] absolutely no doubt about that [laughs] were probably in all the houses at some point as well’ 
	13:06 – 14:05

	
	The respondent begins to talk about stories of Castlemilk, talking about having memories of lots of dogs in the close and coming down the stairs and being a bit frightened of them. He also speaks about fighting in the streets. 
	

	
	‘I mean I remember people fighting in the streets sometimes, you know, and people being drunk, you know and fathers of ma pals come in and they’d be arguing with somebody else, you know, so there’s sometimes there was a general argument thing that would go on you know and we had a, we had a balcony, or a veranda as we called it, you know, and sometimes (laughs) you’d sit on the veranda and watch the men coming aff the 46 bus from Rutherglen, you know and they were, half-cut and you knew that they were all gonae start arguing each other and you were just gonna watch them for a wee while you know, but I mean that dinnae happen all the time, but on a Saturday night you see them doin that you know’
	15:06 – 15:38

	15.38 – 16.05
	The respondent notes that in his early teens he became more aware of drugs. 
	

	
	‘you could see the police waiting to then lift people, you know, and then there would be a, a scurry of things happening, so it was almost like you watched at the veranda, you know you watching the polis try and catch people selling whatever they were selling and all that stuff you know, I do remember that happening in the street […] it wouldnae be every single day or every single week but regular enough that it didnae become, oh look at that, it was like, oh that’s that again’
	16.05-16.30

	
	‘People playing rounders in the back close, with tennis rackets, rounders, I’ve quite a strong memory of massive games of rounders in the back court, again this would probably be mid seventies’ (add people falling out bit?)
	16.36-16.48

	17:14-17:48
	The respondent talks about his experience at Grange Secondary School, right at the top of Castlemilk and on stilts. 
	

	
	‘so when you were up the top of the school the view across the city was just even mair incredible than looking fay your- and you felt as if you were out the city in that sense’
	17:48-17:57

	18:38- 19:00
	The respondent remembers two or three that had a bit of an impact on him. 
	

	
	‘my chemistry teacher [Mr Lochray] was like that, he also was the badminton coach and I played a lot of badminton, played for Glasgow badminton and stuff like that so kinda spent a lot of time playing badminton and football […] and he was very good in terms of you know making sure that you, you know, were you doing your homework as well as playing your football and your badminton type stuff and all that, he certainly had an impact on myself and a couple of my pals’ 
	19:27-19:54

	20:29-21:03
	The respondent talks about enjoying English and Modern studies, recalling one teacher called Mr May who taught modern studies. 
	

	
	‘I remember a modern studies teacher as well he was a bit of a character as well so he was […] I can see him, I can see him, he’s right here in his wee moustache, his wee grey tope […] I found him interesting what he was teaching’ 
	21:03-21:19

	22:14-22:39
	The respondent talks about going on a weekend trip to Hadrian’s wall in first year with his history class. He says they travelled there a bus full of lassies and a bus full of boys. 
	

	23:40-24:24
	The respondent discuses getting a job as an admin assistant in the civil service in East Kilbride when he left school, returning to college later and doing some university courses on politics and community development. 
	

	24:40-25:47
	The respondent talks about eventually getting a job in community development in Castlemilk after doing a course at Uni, a job he was keen to get because he knew the area. He worked with tenant’s groups and people who were ex-drug users as community support. 
	

	26:34 – 26:51
	The respondent starts to talk about going out to the pub, the football and into town for nights out when he was 18/19. When asked he says going into town was ‘totally’ a big thing. 
	

	
	‘I mean there was a textile factory, just here actually, just over here called Millers. Erm, which when I was young, so not my age but when I was young I remember a lot of the women in the street working in there part time so the bus would come round and would pick them up because we were so far up, there’s the Millers bus, so they would pick them up at like ten past nine if the weans had been at school and the women would all appear back at like quarter to four, when the weans were coming back fein the school, you know so there was a bit of that, that was probably the biggest employer that was actually in the area and people would talk about, you know, workin Millers’ 
	27:21-28:10

	
	‘the men would have been travelling outside the scheme to work, you know, when I was, when I was then looking for work, you’re right it would have been a lot of public sector employment as opposed to any industry’ 
	28:29 – 28:40

	29:09 – 30:47
	The respondent talks about his father who worked in the Royal’s Royce factory in Hillington being on strike a lot and the effect of this being that his mum having to go out and get temporary work and his dad would take him to school and be around the house a lot. He recalls the change in the men in the street. 
	

	
	‘I do remember the change in the men in the street when maybe I was about 10 or 11, coming off the bus either from their work or maybe they had been for a [?], obviously could be, where they were coming fe, could be Parkhead Forge or wherever they were working, down the [?], obviously industrial workers, you know with their wee bags and stuff like that, and then by me being 15/16 the men a lot of them were in and around, sittin about on the verandas you know.’
	30:43 - 31.16

	32:20 – 35:30
	The respondent talks about hearing general noise from closes and flats, domestic arguments between couples and fathers and sons. The respondent says he remembers people talking about being laid off and out of work. He says there wasn’t really jobs in the scheme, apart from in the public sector. 
	

	35:53-36:50
	The respondent talks about the improvement in housing in the scheme, saying that the quality is much better. He says much of the houses that were built originally have been pulled down or redeveloped. He says there is less people living in Castle milk. 
	

	
	‘I’m no sure that I see less poverty, to be fair, be frank, d’you know what I mean, d’you know what I mean, erm, d’you know what I mean, I’m no sure I do actually, I think it’s different, [right] I think the poverty’s different to be honest with ye, I say [?], I’m saying that as an adult trying to compare what I would see as a teenager, the way I looking at it you know but I’m no hundred percent sure that I’m seein loads and loads of people being better aff you know what I mean [right] I still see people really struggling d’ya know what I mean’
	37:03-37:30

	
	‘…there’s been, theres been then people who , who bought their council houses, so I mean clearly, erm, and then there’s, the, there was then the building of houses for sale, you know, erm, my perception would be that there’s a bit of  mix and I think, I think people have moved into Castlemilk, particularly top-end, because they can maybe get a nice house a bit cheaper, then other bits of the city, [okay] so they might no have any connection to the area, erm I think there’s certainly people who grew up in Castlemilk who came back, you know and bought houses and stuff like that, but I mean there, there’s still most of the houses are social, social landlords, d’ya know what I mean, I mean you’re still in GH, wheatly homes it’s called now, erm, house d’ya know what I mean, you still on the [?], [?] if you just take your close, growing up obviously 6 hooses, everybody was a council hoose, you know, in this close there’s 6 hooses n there’s 3 council, wan private and 2 bought, d’ya know what I mean.’
	37:59- 39:00

	
	‘The main roads haven’t changed, but certainly in some of the areas, particularly where my family stayed, my grandparents and my aunties and uncles and all that, the roads there have changed quite significantly because they’ve, eh, the tenements there have just all been taken down and its all back and front doors or four in a blocks and stuff like that so, they do look quite different, erm, from when I was growing up, erm, or ah even, look even quite different even fein twenty years ago, to be [?] frank, so that, so that’s definitely case, people’ll come back in sometimes when ma, if I take ma mum round she’ll, we’ll go for  a wee drive round Castlemilk and she’ll go ‘I don’t know where I am’, [laughs] and you’ll go, but that’s where me da stayed ‘oh ay so it is’ and then she goes ‘oh but the hooses were that way, the hooses werenae that way’ whatever, erm, so that, that’s certainly the case, erm…’
	39:35-40:29

	
	‘Gangs, uh [hesitation], I mean there was certainly gangs when I was young, erm, I mean I think there’s still, there’s still, there’s still territorialism, I think as you got older, you don’t notice territorialism as much because you, you can walk in places that young people will say ‘ah, I cannae go up there, Brian’ d’ya know what I mean, you go I’m only goin up the [?] but you cannae cross the road, but you maybe don’t have the same perception about that, so that that, I think that’s still there, certainly for some young people I would say, erm [hesitation]. There’s certainly not a, there’s not the same… congregation of, of gangs I don’t think than there was when I was young when you would see people, you know like the running battles type stuff, which you did see in the sort of 70s and 80s, erm, you still see people fighting each other, wi weapons and stuff, but it kinda looks as if its kinda one person fighting another person but, behind that there could still be acti-, you know, you still see some things in the street that sometimes are a bit violent to be honest wi ye, you know, polis coming down the street now and again as I say no, no every weekend, but you know, enough that you go there’s the polis’ 
	40:29-41:44

	
	‘ I mean one of the big changes in the area which I think’s a positive thing, erm, has been the ethic change, you know, the, the change, the change in ethnicity makeup, you know, round about here I mean there is, because of the obviously immigration, but also the, the, erm the refugee program in Glasgow, you know a lot of people came to Castlemilk, so there’s certainly been here, even just, just round the street and also you go up to the shopping centre, you know it’s clearly-, the community looks different, d’you know what I mean there’s a, a layer of the community, which is, erm, isn’t white Scottish in that sense, you know which, I mean maist people are welcoming as far as I can see aboot that, they’ll be some people who arenae very welcoming about that [laughs], you know, that’s no that, whether that becomes an issue in the future who knows, d’you know what I mean, you know but, there might be some minor tensions about that here but I think generally speaking folk are quite [pause] happy with their neighbours’
	41:58-42:53

	
	‘[the protestant, catholic thing] yeah [is there still a prevalence of, of that kind of issue, or has that died down now, nearly…] ubiquitous that, ehm… it’s still there. [Still there, okay] oh aye, still there, every football, aye. When Rangers and Celtic are playing, when the games finish, somebody opens their windis and the flags go oot, and the noise goes on, and somebody else has got their windows shut, so your either getting, the rebel songs getting played or yer, mostly in this bit of the scheme, it would be, er, Celtic, cause [?] section of Castlemilk, historically been more of a Celtic scheme, than a Ranger’s scheme, you know, erm, and I think that would still be the case, I would still think that, that’s fine, that football’ 
	43:06-43:58

	44:05-45:35
	The respondent discusses not remembering there being much crime around the scheme, apart from people stealing off you and trying to fight you. He remembers drug use on the scheme, but he doesn’t remember it interfering with his life or the lives of others. 
	

	
	‘I think certainly when you’re on the buses and stuff coming up the road, you see a level of aggression I think, no again, that, back to your point about being objective, this could be because I’m getting a bit of an older guy, but [pause], I, there’s an element of young men’s shoutin, bawlin, aggression towards [pause] some people, but also towards young women which you see, I think, a bit sharper actually, you know, erm’
	45:48-46:14

	47:37-48:07
	The respondent talks about meetings that went on regarding rent increases and housing in the scheme. 
	

	
	‘When I ended up working in the scheme obviously I was dead aware of it, in terms of the, community activity in Castlemilk which is, is quite strong, to be honest with you, I mean I think there’s a, I think that its, its partly to do with the geography, and just to do wi, schemes in general, but I think cause Castlemilk is quite out, if you know what I mean, it’s quite defined as an area, then I think there is quite a, erm, identity about, you know, were Castlemilk and we’ll campaign against this type stuff [laughs]’
	48:09-48:37

	
	‘the lack of a supermarket in the shopping centre, is a big issue is Castlemilk where there is not a supermarket, erm, the only supermarket in the scheme is either going to that Co-op which is just where you’ve got off the bus, which is okay but its expensive, cause the co-op’s very expensive, than other things, or your all the way doon t’Asda, Torygelen, doon t’Hamden you know, to then, so, on and off the bus wi weans and all that to then get, you know, cheaper food, you know so, there’s a bit a campaign goin on at the minute about this, er, that we should do wi a supermarket’
	49:02 – 49:33

	49:35-50:38
	The respondent discusses community campaigns in the area, noting that there have been many over the years for various causes; benefit cuts and urban aid projects as well as community groups that have been formed. 
	

	51:15 - 52:23
	The respondent discusses his political activity, talking about his involvement in national political campaigns, standing for parliament and his position, for many years, as a trade union rep. 
	

	
	‘I mean I think historically it, it was portrayed negatively, ehm, you know, big housing scheme, people, poor, ehm [pause] violence, gangs, drink, drugs, you know, all of but true [laughs] it a certain sense, you know, but misses the other bits, you know about you know, community solidarity and all that stuff, so I think there would then be a negative portrayal, originally, you know when the schemes were maybe up, well maybe not originally, I suppose originally it would ave been perceived, this is a good thing cause your movin people oot the slums, [?], in terms of ma kinda growin up in the seventies, in the eighties d’ya know what I mean by that point it was definitely a negative thing about Castlemilk, you know, I knew that from [pause] doing sport, so you went to other schools to play, you were like ‘it’s Castlemilk boys’, so you you, could feel, almost like a class thing [laughs], you know what I mean, where other erm places we’d go ‘there from Castlemilk’’
	52:53 – 53:56

	55:30- 56:51
	The respondent discusses Castlemilk’s sense of identity now, it’s long-standing residents’ strong associations with the scheme, and the transience of some resident’s identity within the scheme as temporary residents. 
	

	57:02 -57:53
	The respondent discusses the ways in which life and community connections in Castlemilk could be improved. He discusses the need for national changes within employment and benefits and local changes with improvements to shops and bus connections. 
	

	
	‘I think, it’s about resources. It’s, it’s about resources, its, it’s about having resources so that people can participate if they want to participate , so [?] the discussion we were having there, you know, people need time to participate in stuff, you know so, if you’ve no got time, or, your heads no in the right space, because, life’s done whatever its done to you, you know what I mean , your no gonnae participate as much so, it’s about resources and trying to support people better, you know and, allowing people then to get involved in stuff if they want to get involved in things you know, but there i-, I mean, there is good community projects in Castlemilk, there are people trying to do that, you know and, they’ll set up stuff you know drop in groups and, you know, coffee mornings where you don’t need to pay for stuff and you get a free lunch or whatever and folk wanna have a chat and trying just to kinda support people, that that activity’s definitely going on, does that hit everybody in the scheme, of course not’ 
	57:56 - 58:47

	59:19 – 01:00:49
	The respondent discusses some vivid memories from the scheme, people and moments which have been previously mentioned and, also some negative memories of violence. 
	

	
	‘ma mum refers that a lot cause we had a veranda that looked on to the Cathkin Braes, so ma mum refers a lot about oh, god eh no, ‘there’s lots of things about Castlemilk that [?] not very good Brian but that hoose we had wi that view it was great’’
	01:01:11-01:01:22

	01:01:50 – 01:02:20
	The respondent discusses visiting some other relatives in other schemes. 
	

	
	‘ma strongest memory about Darnley is the point you were making there, is that, the lived in the high flats, and the the thing I remember is the smell of goin into the lift, not a terrible smell, a clean smell [oh right okay] the disinfectant, it must be the disinfectant that was in it, maybe that was clearin up stuff that has been in it, but the smell of the disinfectant within that, I don’t know what disinfectant they were using but, occasionally over my life I’ve been somewhere, you know, in a pub or maybe on holiday somewhere you know in a hotel or something you know when you go ‘oh that’s that smell that was in the Darnley lift’ you know.’
	01:02:43- 01:03:22

	1:04:59
	Interview ends with thanks.
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack][image: A blue and yellow logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A blue speech bubble with yellow text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A blue circle with a hand gesture and text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A blue rectangle with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



image6.png
comMuNTIES PasT





image1.png
Glasgow
Story ]
Collective 4




image2.png
MARMITE HOUSING.
Glasgow’s
Postwar Housing
Programmes

A People’s History




image3.png
Oral History
Research &
Trining

Consultancy




image4.png
Glasgow
Story
Collective 4




image5.png




