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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00:00:59 – 00:14:05
	L talks about her family and early years living in a tenement in Tollcross, Glasgow, before moving to Cumbernauld when she was 5.  The tenement, and the one adjacent to it, have since been knocked down, although all the other closes remain.

The flat in Tollcross was opposite Tollcross Park.  The flat had one large bedroom where L and her older brother slept.  Her parents slept in a bed in an alcove off the small lounge; everyone’s belongings were kept in the bedroom.  The flat had a small kitchen off the lounge and long thin bathroom.   

L's family were not particularly religious.  Her Mum did not work when the family was in Tollcross, however, when they moved to Cumbernauld, she started working for the Inland Revenue.    Her Dad worked as a draughtsman in Glasgow, and kept this job after they moved.  

L recalls Tollcross Park, seeing guinea pigs, getting her little finger bitten when she ignored signs not to put fingers in their cages, goats and the conker trees.    

L used to play with her friends in the back green of the tenements, sometimes sitting on top of the bin sheds; she describes red spiders on the top of the bins and white blossom falling into the back courts.   The close next door to L’s had an outside toilet.     

One of L’s grans lived in a larger tenement near Pollok; her flat had a big lounge, medium sized kitchen, bathroom and two bedrooms.  L and her brother went to stay with her in the summer.  L says she loved going there and had local friends; she describes a sense of community and feeling safe, with neighbours looking out for each other.  Her grandparents were strict about who she could play with and L says there were signs of racism in who they said she could and couldn’t play with.   
Unlike her current flat, L doesn’t remember noise from other occupiers in either the family or her gran’s flats.  

L talks about being scared of glue sniffers when they lived in Glasgow, which she describes as a big thing in the late seventies/early eighties, and that there was concern in the family about safety when outside.
	

	
	‘I remember the conker trees around the park, fond memories of that, conker trees and going out looking for conkers and when I see conkers in Overtoun park in Rutherglen it is a big memory for me, a memory where you smile insides of your childhood’.

‘I have a big nostalgia for tenement buildings,  going in and the tiles and the staircases, the backcourts and even the tenement I am in just now I am the only person that hangs my washing out in the back close, back yard, because I’m like, well, that is what you do! but different generations don’t anymore, they won’t; I like, no, I am that women with my washing out because my mum would have had her washing out’.
	04:55 – 05:15




07:00 – 07:25

	00:14:03 – 00:14:38
	Interviewer asks L about local shopkeepers.  L recalls getting a 10p mixture and 5p packets of crisps from a shop at Tollcross, but doesn’t remember the individual shop keepers.  
	

	00:14:40 – 00:21:10
	Interviewer asks L about a range of memories from her time in the Tollcross flat.  

Heating source - L says there was an electric fire in the lounge but doesn’t remember any other source of heating in the flat or of being cold.  She does remember burning one of her brother’s teddies in the fire and getting a row for it.

Food – L has no recollection of the food she ate at this time in her life, only the sweets and crisps that she bought.

Holidays – L doesn’t remember any holidays from the time she lived in Tollcross.

Toys and games – L had a teddy called Chico with a loop around its arms that enabled the toy to be carried like a bag.  She recalls playing games at the back of tenements, including digging up worms.  She also remembers empty waste ground at that time in the East End, similar to what she now sees in Dalmarnock.

Activities – L recalls going to the cinema and on one occasion there was a big queue outside.  She can’t remember if it was a Star Wars film or Jason and the Argonauts, but says it was an exciting day out.   

Most vivid memory from East End – L was obsessed with cutting her curly hair and hiding locks under things.  They were found when the family moved house.  L also describes the view from the flat into Tollcross park being a vivid memory.  

L sums up this time in her life as being care free, with lots of friends and liking tenement life.  
	

	
	‘Yeah, I have got fond memories, I do, and I still have the fond memories of tenement life, hence why I ended up living in a tenement, a Glasgow tenement’.
	00:20:58 – 00:21:10

	00:21:12 – 00:28:42
	L and family moved to Eastfield in Cumbernauld in the summer before her fifth birthday.   The house was a newly built end of terrace in a cul-de-sac with a garden.  L had her own bedroom and remembers being very excited by the move.   

L thinks the move was about getting away from Glasgow to start a new life in a new council house.  Looking back, she is not sure her Mum was completely happy about the move as she always missed Glasgow.  

Asked by the interviewer what her first impression was of her new neighbourhood, L says she loved it; there was a swing park near the house, there were lots of new families in the area with everyone looking for friends to start afresh and a sense of belonging to a community.   There was a local shop about 10 minutes from L’s house, however her Mum had to walk around 30 minutes with her trolley to get a full shop.

L describes making lots of friends and playing in the local park and stopping local traffic when they were playing tennis after Wimbledon was on the television; she says there was a sense of freedom.

There was a community portacabin for groups to use.  L’s Mum was a Sunday School teacher there for a while.  There were also Dancing Schools attached to the portacabin.  There was a Gala day every year with a parade including Gala Queens, bands and children could dress up as if it was Halloween.  L says she now works in the East End of Glasgow and sees a lot dancing schools there and thinks maybe as so many people moved from that area to Cumbernauld, that is something that went with them.

At the time Eastfield was quite a compact area, surrounded by fields.  L says these have since been built upon.
	

	
	‘The kids were allowed to go to the swing park and (were) left there and when I say left there, now would people leave their kids there? Probably not’….  (L talks about play parks in the area have since been removed) ……’where it was, it was kinda in the middle of nowhere with no houses looking on it, a road not far away, woods, so they probably wouldn’t, but we were allowed to play there for hours’.
	00:25:45 – 00:26:15

	00:28:44 – 00:31:25
	Interviewer asks L about the house in Cumbernauld.  L describes the layout from the front door; there was a mini toilet downstairs and a big cupboard, the stairs were on the left and to the right-hand side there was a door to the lounge and a door to the kitchen/dining area.  Upstairs, there was a family bathroom, tank cupboard, large bedroom and 2 smaller ones.  There was also a long cupboard which was L’s play area.  The kitchen gave access to an ‘average’ size garden.  There was a gate at the rear of the garden which led to a path that connected to the road where L got the bus to school in Ravenswood.  She explains that when they first moved to Eastfield, no schools had been built in the area, although that did happen later.
	

	
	‘….. with Geroge Michael on the walls and Wham and Madonna and my Barbie House, that was my play cupboard’.
	00:29:57 – 00:30:04

	00:31:30 – 00:33:54
	Asked about her most vivid memories of the house, L says it was the garden and having so much freedom.   L became friendly with a girl who lived in a house with a garden that backed onto hers, Jacqueline, who later became her Latin American dance partner.  L also recalls enjoying having a big bedroom all to herself and that at one point there was a snooker table in the kitchen/diner and a dartboard in the hall.
	

	00:33:56 -   00:42:32
	L is asked about her memories of the community portacabin.  L went to Brownies there and dancing lessons at Buntings Dance School, which was based there.   She learnt Latin American dance and later disco and rock and roll.  

At New Year there was a party in the portacabin.  L says all the local families knew each other, so there was no ‘hiding anything’.     

The portacabin was later replaced by a purpose-built community hall and the dance school moved there.  Each year L went to the Plaza ballroom for competitions.   Between dances, the children played at the back of the room, while the dancefloor was surrounded by groups of parents.   

L describes many other activities in the area and says that her brother joined the army cadets, football club and the Boys Brigade.  
	

	
	(talking about the dance competitions at the Plaza) ….’ That’s probably the first time I found what being nervous was, butterflies in my tummy and I wanted to cry as I didn’t want to do it and now, I laugh about it, oh yea! You were so nervous even though you were so good, but there was so much pressure from pushy mothers, because my dance partner’s mum was a pushy dance mum….’.
	00:37:30 – 00:37:54

	00:42:32 – 00:49:30
	L is asked by the interviewer about any local characters that she remembers.  L recalls some wild neighbours in the cul-de- sac where she lived.  A family of boys who lived with their Dad who were always in trouble.     She describes her dance partner’s mum as a ‘character’ and recalls her getting ‘provvy cheques’.  L discusses becoming aware of the protestant/catholic divide as local characters would talk about Rangers and Celtic.  She also became aware of children being dressed up for their first communions in ‘little wedding dresses’.  This led L to remember that when people got married coins were thrown from the weeding car for local children to pick up – this was called a ‘scramble’.    L doesn’t recall anybody falling out over religion and says everyone got on, describing the parties her parents attended in other parents’ houses, where children would be left to play upstairs and adults drank and danced downstairs to records on old fashioned record players.
	

	
	‘Kids sneaking drinks while the parents were all in the lounge, I remember that very clearly, first time I tried vodka and irn bru, probably the worst two things to mix together [interviewer asks what age L was]……..I don’t know, probably too young!’
	00:47:20 – 00:47:40

	00:49:30 – 00:53:10
	L refers to people having fewer cars when she was growing up.  She went on holiday with her family by train to Blackpool.  Other families went at the same time during the Glasgow Fair.   When she was in her teens she went to Spain by bus with her friends’ family.  The bus picked them up in Glasgow, stopped at Manchester, got the ferry over the channel, then drove down to Spain.   
	

	
	‘Going to the beach and my Dad would play with us, because he didn’t do that the rest of the time, and he would play with  us at the beach and we would be in the rock pools and  trying to get the limpets off, that’s like a very happy memory of that time and I do think now maybe that is why I just love the beach, I love rock pools still, and  I love just sitting there, I could sit there for hours.’
	00:50:24 – 00:50:50

	00:53:12 – 00:57:12
	L went to Greenfaulds High, which she describes as ‘wild’ and ‘lawless’ at the time (she later says it is now a ‘really good’ school).   She recalls coming out of an RE class and seeing two boys from rival areas hitting each other with golf brollies.   There were seats in the entrance area and L describes each gang having their own area.  L describes a difficult couple of years when her parents divorced, however after that she settled down.  After the divorce L went to live with her Mum in Ravenswood which was nearer the school and she could walk there.   
	

	
	‘I remember teachers well known for being drunk with whisky in their drawers and their little cups; that was a math’s teacher, my French teacher used to shut boys in the cupboard if they were naughty’.
	00:54:12 – 00:54:28

	00:57:12 – 01:03:39
	L describes the flat in Ravenswood.  It was accessed via a veranda that was used to dry washing.  It had 3 bedrooms, a bathroom with a lounge off the kitchen.  The flat was in a 3-storey block.  She describes the area as quiet compared to Eastfield, although says things around this time were changing as there was less money coming into the town and the town centre was going ‘downhill’.    L remembers hanging about the town centre and going to Westfield where her friends lived to hang out there when she was about 13 or 14.

L and friends went to a local disco in Westfield which had dancing competitions, which she won.  
	

	
	‘You would go and hang about streets in the areas that your friends lived in, that you’d have to get like the public bus and then obviously you’d have to get the bus back and a time to get home, so you’d be like 13, 14 on your own getting these buses in the evening to go and, like, hang about the streets with your friends’.
	01:00:00 – 01:00:21

	01:03:47 – 01:05:36
	L was in a television advert about Cumbernauld, which had the infamous strapline – “What is it called?   Cumbernauld!”.  She was selected to be in the crowd scene at the end of the advert when children are running down a field with balloons.
	

	
	‘I am one of the kids right at the front, and you will see me with my pink skirt on and my blue and white jacket, went really well, a great 80s outfit, I remember it, I remember being in that field and running up and down that field a million times because we never got it right’.
	01:04:40 – 1:05:00

	01:05:40 – 01:10:20
	L talks about her memories of Cumbernauld Shopping Centre and going there on a Saturday morning to hang about in it.  She says it is an eyesore and has never had any great shops in it.  There was a nightclub - Papa Docs – where she went when she was 16 or 17.  The club was downstairs and there was a small stage, which at one point had a cage for someone to dance in.   L remembers George Bowie (a Radio Clyde DJ) as a young man playing while she was there.    

An evening at Papa Docs sometimes started with a visit to the Kingfisher pub.  L says that young people used the lounge area of the pub and would order jugs of ‘sheep dip’, a concoction of different drinks.    From there, they would walk up the hill to Pap Docs.  
	

	
	Interviewer asks L what her memories are of the shopping centre – ‘It was always terrible; it is so bad………’
	01:05:42 - 01:05:50

	01:11:32 – 01:16:54
	L worked in the tax office at Cumbernauld; it was the main employer in the town in the 1990s.  L could walk to work from Ravenswood.   L says it had a reputation for people having affairs while at work and that it had a social club with ‘wild’ parties.  There were staff rooms and a canteen.   L had flexi time and could do overtime, which she used to fund holidays, including her first holiday with friends to Tenerife.      
	

	01:16:54 – 01:24:00
	The interviewer asks L how she thinks Cumbernauld has changed over time.   L says she thinks it has been ‘left to ruin’ as no money has been put into the area; she thinks the promises made about a new way of life were too ambitious. She reflects on the playgrounds that have since been knocked down and the green areas that have been built over.  

L left Cumbernauld to live in Jersey, beside the sea, and found it depressing when she returned to visit.  L says she still finds Cumbernauld depressing; it seems people don’t want to be there and there is nothing for them to do.  L says there are expensive houses being built, but she thinks people are interested in them because they are close to the Campsies and not Cumbernauld.  

L feels people have not moved on.  She says she keeps moving in life and trying new things, so maybe that is why she feels that way.  She says she is glad she left Cumbernauld.  Her mother has also since returned to live in Glasgow.

L reflects on what the thinking was behind Cumbernauld; was it an ambitious project?  Although L says she now ‘hates’ the town, and finds it a strange place, she says she has happy memories of living there.  
	

	
	‘Every year I went back it almost got worse and worse,  whereas interestingly, I’d go into Glasgow city centre and it became this vibrant city and they  had won the city of culture one year I was away, and  then they had the Commonwealth Games, it was like when I was younger Glasgow was still a bit debilitated that is why all these families were moving out to these shiny new, promising new towns,  and now it is the other way around’.
	01:18:14 - 01:18:48

	01:24:05 – 01:27:40
	The interviewer asks L if there was any damp in the houses she lived in.  L says there wasn’t any.   She is also asked about her favourite type of housing in Cumbernauld.  She says she liked the 3 storey houses in Greenfaulds; they had a kitchen downstairs from the entrance and a lounge upstairs.  In Eastfield the houses were mostly the same to the one she lived in.  She describes the archway that spanned between two houses and acted as an entrance to their cul-de-sac.  L’s friend lived in one of the houses with the arch attached to it and there was a lounge within the arch.    The houses in Seafar were also different; the lounge and kitchen were both downstairs, the bathroom was at entrance level and the bedrooms upstairs.  
	

	01:27:50 – 01:29:15
	The interviewer asks L if she went to the Campsies when she lived in Cumbernauld.   She did; she had a boyfriend in Kilsyth and there was a backroad from there to the Campsies.  Would also to drive that way to Fintry and Lennoxtown.  Where she lives now can still see the Campsies.
	

	01:30:58 – 01:32:22
	L says she reads on social media about the freedom children had in the past and says her experience fits with that; out cycling, building dens in the wood, playing in the streets.

Was a time she thinks that new town did work, considers herself lucky to have had the experience of living there.
	

	
	‘I don’t look back on that time with anything but a smile because I had a good childhood.’
	01:31:49 – 01:31:56

	1:32:22
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