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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00.34
	Where were you born?
	

	
	“I was born at Rottenrow Hospital in Glasgow.”
	00.40-00.46

	00.49
	Where do you live now?
	

	
	“I now live in Lochmaben which is in Dumfries & Galloway.”
	00.54-01.04

	01.20
	Did you live in a house that was built before WW2
	

	
	Yes
	01.22

	01.31
	Can you tell me a little about your house?
	

	
	“I lived in a street called Ferryden Street which was a dead-end street and across the road was the Glasgow Corporation Lighting Department and we lived in a top floor flat of a tenement building.  I was about three/four years old when we left there.
I remember one bedroom and my cot that was quite high up from the street and I remember one day the Boys Brigade were out for their Christmas Parade, I remember that.  I also remember my Mother letting us go through the back close to the middens and I remember finding toys that somebody had thrown out.
I lived there with my mother and my father, he was in the Polish Navy when I was born.  I think my mother met him at probably the Locarno Dancing as they did in those days.  My grandmother lived in 564 Dumbarton Road and further up the road my great Aunt lived in Muirpark Street near the bowling green in Partick.
I remember our flat being high up, with big sash windows.  Being so young when we left there my memory is a bit sketchy.”
	01.32-04.00

	04.58
	Can you tell me where you moved to?
	-

	
	“I moved to Arden which is in the Southside of the city.  I remember my mother telling me we were being moved because of the construction of the Clyde Tunnel.  My first memory of moving into Arden was the smell of paint  and tar because the housing scheme was still under construction.  It was freedom for me because there was more space. It was a four storey building and I remember my first time going out to play which was different from the tenements because there was no place to go, here there were gardens downstairs, fenced off, all pristine and I went to the first close and met my first friend in a broken pedal car in a puddle and being friendly with him.  It was just a new world to me.  We were in the middle of the housing scheme and we could walk to the Tramcar terminus, that was our only transport into Glasgow, the tramline, because there were no shops in the housing scheme and there were no schools built in the housing scheme.”
	05.00-08.16

	08.17
	Were there any churches nearby?
	

	
	“The nearest church would have been Speirsbridge which would have been twenty minutes to half an hour walk away.  The next established village would have been Thornliebank.  Thornliebank was quite a big place and that was the only place for shopping.  Attached to Thornliebank was Carnwadric which had the only school.  When you got to school age you had to get to school by tramcar or sometimes you would just walk.” 
	08.19-09.34

	09.35
	Can you tell me about the school?
	

	
	“My first year at primary school was in Carnwadric and the next school was in Arden when it was built and we thought we were Catholics because it was a Catholic school and then we were taken out again when the other school was completed and we were put into that school and then we would out we were Protestants.”
	09.35=10.28

	10.30
	What about doctors or dentists?
	

	
	“Eventually they built a surgery in the centre of the housing scheme, it was basic. There was a very big open area which was the waiting room and the doctor’s office and he would arrive by car.  I remember it was a Dr Evans.”
	10.36-11.04

	11.05
	So you remember any other people
	

	
	“I remember my next door neighbours, the Johnstone family and they had two daughters and the people up above, the Peytons. I remember Mrs Vallance whose husband we really never saw so we thought she was a widowed lady.  I remember most of the people in the close.”
	11.08-11.40

	11,43
	What did you think of school?
	

	
	“I got used to it, I liked the school, I made very good friends there and I’m still friendly with one of my classmates from primary school.  We’re both 73  and he’s down in the south of England.
There was one particular Teacher, Miss Dobie and she was very interested in music and she used to bring in ‘78s’ for us and would play them on a record player.  I remember a trip to St Andrew’s Halls and we were there just a year before it burned down.  We went there to see the Vienna Boys Choir and we were up in the gods behind a choir and they turned around and sang one of their songs to us. That was a very good excursion I remember that.  I remember the Teachers being very nice and before closing for the Christmas break we were maybe given a sweet from them.  It was a good school.”
	11.48-13.45

	14.08
	Do you remember anything about Christmastime?
	

	
	“I remember it used to snow a lot and we got to know a lot more people because we were all out on the street and on the frosty days we had we would make slides on the pavement, that was a popular thing to do.  It was a good place to be brought up at this time.”
	14.08-14.20

	14.31
	What did your parents do for a living?
	

	
	“My father was a chef in the Rogano in Glasgow.”
	14.32

	14.47
	What other activities did you participate in?
	

	
	“We lived in Kilmuir Road, across the road were other four storey buildings and then there were fields as we called them because they were all fenced off with metal railings.  Over there was a spring, the burn, it just came out the ground and it was a lovely stream and I remember coming across tadpoles and putting them in a jar.  It was a lovely place to play.  When we grew up there was an old disused army base, like an army store complex,  and there were different five storey buildings but they were all empty and they were looked after by a watchman and one of his cronies, so we used to run and hide from him because he would blow his whistle.  They had white hair so they were easily spotted.    We used to go into these buildings and loo for things like old gas masks.  It was a haven and dangerous place as well but we all survived.”
	14.49-16.14

	16.46
	What else was there to do in the area?
	

	
	“I joined the Life Boys that was a Thursday night activity.  That was good, we had a church parade every month.  
We used to get the bus into Shawlands and in Shawlands there were three cinemas, The Elephant, The Orient and The Embassy.  I remember seeing Journey to the Centre of the Earth in one of the cinemas.”
	16.48-17.43

	17.33
	Can you tell me a bit about your flat in Arden?
	

	
	“Our flat was on the third floor of a four storey building.  We had two rooms.  The heating was a coal fire and and you pulled out the lever on the flue or lum and that would heat the water.  We had a veranda attached to the living room. We had a kitchen, bathroom, living room and a coal bunker.  In the staircase there was a hatch that lifted up for coal to be tipped into, just to the left of our door.  These were all phased out when we eventually got electric fires fitted, and we used to scratch the windows in the winter because Jack Frost was inside our windows.”
	17.54-19.40

	19.42
	Do you have any siblings?
	

	
	“I am the oldest, I have two other brothers and a sister who didn’t keep well and had an infection from birth, she passed away at the age of five. “
	19.50-20.48

	20.56
	When did you leave Arden?
	

	
	“I left when I was twenty and lived in a flat in Kennishead.  It was a modern high rise flat.  I lived there for about six months, met a girl, got married and moved to Cathcart. “
	20.57-22.40

	22.42
	What did people do for employment in the Arden area?
	

	
	“There was a factory estate and there just outside Arden, and there was a place in Pollokshaws, Donaldson & Fyler, I don’t know what they made, and there was a place called Sterne who made refrigeration components, ARW Transformer Manufacturers, Remington Rand and others, so it was a reasonably big estate.  Weirs Pumps in Cathcart was a big employer  I know Rolls Royce was also a big employer.”
	22.45-24.08

	24.18
	How did people get to their work
	

	
	“By then a lot of people had cars and also the bus service had started.  When the tramcar had phased out, the bus service started.  Hopeman Road was built on what had been common ground between the estates-and this linked Arden to Carnwadric and Thornliebank areas.”
	24.19-25.08

	25.02
	Did you see many changes in the area?
	

	
	“When I first moved to Arden it was in the early stages of construction but as it grew there were a lot more people living in the new houses and they were a bit more rough than I had been used to.  I remember my mother saying oh they’re the lot from the Gorbals.  They were a different type of people, we’d moved from Partick and the incoming people were from the Gorbals area. That’s when some of the gangs started appearing in area. We wee getting into the times of the Toon Tongs, The Bundy, The Priesty, and the gangs were beginning to form.  This was the latter end of the ‘60s.”  
	52.14-27.08

	27.26
	How did you feel about the way the media portrayed your area?
	

	
	“After being in the Boys Brigade we progressed to the Youth Fellowship and if you were out and met any girls, you didn’t say you were from Arden, you said you were from Thornliebank because this attached to Orchard Park and Giffnock.”
	27.33-28.28

	28.40
	Did you visit any friends or family in other housing schemes?
	

	
	“I remember going to Drumchapel where my Uncle Jim lived, he was a Foreman Electrician for Fairfields, so it was a two-bus journey to get there.  My Great Uncle George, he lived in Maryhill, so we went there sometimes and other trips back to Partick to see my gran.  
Drumchapel was a scheme similar to ours but I think they were six storey high.  I remember going on to the veranda and it being of a dizzy height.”
	28.42-31.27

	34.34
	Can you tell me about living in the Cathcart area?
	

	
	“There were shops, there was Weirs of Cathcart a big employer, garages for the corporation buses, it was a busy place.  From Cathcart you could go to Linn Park, Clarkston, Busby and Stamperland, because we ended up migrating there.   Living in Cathcart I had to get at 6.30am bus to Paisley Road West, then  a bus to Paisley where I worked at the time.”
	34.40-37.50

	40.21
	What about holidays?
	

	
	“We would go to Dunoon.  I remember getting the taxi to Central Station and the train would take us down to Gourock and sometimes my grandmother was on the train with my great gran and they would sit with their backs to the engine because the smoke and some cinders would blow in the window and they didn’t want it on their faces, especially when the train was going through a tunnel.  When we arrived at Gourock, we got the Dunoon steamer, I remember the Dunoon pier and going into Mrs Townsley’s cottage in Dunoon.  The cottage was about 500 yards from the pier, it was just a delightful walk.   Mrs Townsley’s cottage was just at the right of the coal yard.  She was quite a spooky character, I always thought she looked like Boris Karloff.  We would go for a fortnight. I remember when we arrived at the cottage and my parents were sorting everything out I would be given half a crown, I’d run right out the house and straight up to Woolworths to buy a toy for my holiday, it was usually a plastic boat to play with in the rockpools.”
	40.22-41.07

	41.45
	Can you tell me a bit about your time in the Boys Brigade?
	

	
	“It was quite funny, the church hall we used was in Speirsbridge at the foot of Roukenglen Road, and the Boys Scouts were there before us and when they came out, we went in, so there used to be a lot of mucking about.  When we got in and settled down into our groups of eight and the Officer would muster you into your station and you’d all sit in lines in the church hall and then we’d play ball games, playing catch, doing exercises and lots of fun activities.  I remember we all trained for our gymnastic display that was held at the end of the year.  We had a lot of parades. “
	41.51-45.12

	48.13
	What did you do for entertainment, music, dancing etc?
	

	
	“I had a couple of friends with guitars and they used to play in pubs.  The Orchard Park Hotel used to have a disco so I used to go there  We went to Shawlands and there was the beer kellar and there was the Plaza Ballroom at Eglinton Toll and people would say oh go for the afternoon session and grab a granny. I’ve been in the Plaza Ballroom once, that was the first time I had a taste of whisky, I think I was about eighteen.  I was a bit shy in those days I’d just go for a couple of drinks with the lads and watch, we weren’t really into dancing.  The Corona Bar in Shawlands was our haunt.      A lot of business and home jobs, were discussed in the Corona Bar.”
	48.17-49.43

	58.50
	That’s all my questions, is there anything I might have missed or you might want to add?
	

	
	“I remember that Roukenglen was a place to play, we liked that as youngsters and we always went up to the boating pond.   I remember hiring a boat, it was me and my friend the boy in the pedal car in the puddle, and we didn’t know how to row and we ended up punting the boat.  We loved Roukenglen, you could get lost in it. There was a waterfall there, rocks and all sorts of stuff, and that’s where I found my first air gun in the grass.  I was only about eight years old at the time.  I took it home and hid it from my parents.  It was one of those guns that you had to load by pushing in the barrel, pulling the trigger and it would pop out.  I didn’t have the strength, but I had one of those wooden headboards that I used to press it on to cock it and I remember my mother asking where all these circular dents were coming from on the headboard and I couldn’t answer it.  I used to hide it under the mattress and one day it was gone, and I never asked questions.”
	58.52 -1.01.46

	1.03.59
	Thank you for sharing your memories with the project.
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