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(from- to:
mins/secs)

	0030
	Can you tell me where you were born?
	

	
	“I was born in Glasgow.”
	00.32

	00.33
	Where do you live now?
	

	
	“I still live in Glasgow.”
	00.35

	00.36
	What type of house did you grow up in?
	

	
	“Initially it was a large detached house in South Portland Street in the Gorbals but it was dilapidated.  It was like a slum almost.  We had one room on a floor of that house, that was it.”  
	00.46-01.18

	01.20
	Where did you move to after that?
	

	
	We moved to a tenement house above a pub in Bedford Street.
	01.23-0132

	01.33
	What are your memories of that house?
	

	
	“I remember going to school from there.  It was just what you would call a room and kitchen.  I have got great memories of my sister and my mum and dad being at the pictures and my sister would make piles of toast for them coming in with lashings of butter on them.  Good fun there.  You would come in the door and there was a curtain probably to keep out drafts.  I remember coming home from school one day and there was a photographer there and mum got me all nicely dressed for the picture.  I’ve still got that wee picture.    I remember playing in the local streets with my sister.  There was a yard across the road with railings and we used to play there and we’d also play out in the backcourt. The backcourt was part of the Bedford cinema , just recently pulled down.  There was a kind of mezzanine in the cinema and that made part of our backcourt where we used to play a lot.  
We’d often go to the Coliseum Cinema which was just across the road, they were really close.  On Saturday mornings we’d go to the cinema.  I remember one of my Dad’s friends got tickets for the cinema and we got tickets and sweets.  I think that happened a couple of times.  
As I said, we’d walk to school, my mum would take me and then we’d pick up one of my school friends on the way and then we’d go to St John’s Primary School.”
	01.34-03.48

	03.49
	How long did you live there for?
	

	
	“I don’t remember when we moved in there but probably under two.  We left when I was five which was quite traumatic.  I knew we were moving house because mum and dad had told me and I knew they were going to see the new house  so when I came home from school there was nobody at home and I started screaming and somebody came and got me.  There was a little dairy outside the close so they took me in there, sat me on a chair and gave me a glass of milk and calmed me down.  My mum and dad came home but I thought they’d abandoned me.” 
	03.50-04.35

	04.37
	What would you say your most vivid memory is of the Gorbals?
	

	
	“Just a great place to stay, I had loads of friends, playing in the backcourt or across the road.”
	04.39-

	04.56
	Can you tell me about the games you played?
	

	
	“Kicking a ball about, running, hide and seek, things like that.”
	04.57

	05.01
	Do you know why your family moved?
	

	
	“The place we were in was private rented.  I remember my mum being really excited that she had got that place having come from a really dilapidated place to a house like this, it still had an outdoor toilet, but it was better than what we had been in.  She was on the list to get a Council house and eventually one came up and that was why we moved.”
	05.10-05.39

	05.41
	Where did you move to?
	

	
	“We moved to Carntyne, Penicuik Street.”
	05.44

	05.59
	Can you describe the house to me?
	

	
	“The house was in a three storey tenement, we had a living room and two  bedrooms, a kitchen and a bathroom for the first time.  There was a grass hill outside I wouldn’t call it a garden.” 
	06.00-06.30

	06.36
	What type of heating did you have here?
	

	
	“It was a coal fire in the beginning, which was a back to back with the oven and the fire in the living room heated the oven in the kitchen.  There was a coal bunker in the kitchen.”
	06.36-06.58

	07.12
	Can you remember any of your neighbours?
	

	
	“We had the Campbells next door and they had a daughter Williamina, upstairs there was the Bellinghams with two boys one about my age and one a bit younger, the top floor was the Scotts and they had three daughters.  Mr Scott was a bin man, bin collector and when he’d come home if he found any toys for a boy about my age, he would give me them.  I got a cowboy outfit, a big bus, loads from him over the years, he also used to take me shooting rabbits near Hoggansfield Loch but it was a really early rise, we used to get up at five in the morning.  That was quite an experience when you were so young.”
	07.13-08.15

	08.20
	What are your memories of Hogganfield Loch?
	

	
	“My memories from that are from later on really but at that time that’s where we would go shooting the rabbits.
In later years my Mum moved near to Hogganfield Loch so I spent more time there when I was older rather than younger.”
	08.22-09.00

	09.01
	What did your parents do for work?
	

	
	My mum worked in restaurants. She worked for Reo Stakis for a long time.  My dad was a lamp-lighter.  I remember when I was quite young he’d come along the street with his little ladder and light the gas lamps.  After that he never did much he was unemployed for a lot of years and so my mum was always working and she would also go to Hogganfield Loch and pick potatoes.  Once the family had come along she wasn’t working for a time and after bumping into Reo Stakis in town she went back to work for him again which was good.”
	09.02-10.02

	10.03
	How many siblings do you have?
	

	
	“My sister is about five years older than me, I had a little brother who was seven years younger than me and my little sister who is fourteen years younger than me.”
	10.04-10.15

	10.16
	Can you remember if there were any shops nearby?
	

	
	“There were a couple on Carntyne Road which was about a five minute walk from the house and there was a butcher there, a newsagent and a couple of others, further along there was another set of shops.  There was a big newsagent there, another butcher and a couple of others as well.  So it was quite well served in those really.”
	10.17-10.54

	10.55
	Was there a health centre?
	

	
	“No, we still used the doctor in the Gorbals, Dr Berkley and he would do house calls.  On a cold night his hands would be absolutely freezing and when he would put them on my back, it made you jump.  He was our doctor for many years.”
	11.02-11.32

	11.30
	How about churches?
	

	
	“There was a chapel next to the shops and further up there was a church as well.”
	11.36

	11.37
	Can you remember any of your friends?
	

	
	“I played with the Bellinghams from upstairs and almost every close had kids so I played with a lot of them.”
	11.49-12.11

	12.27
	Was your school nearby?
	

	
	“My school was about a mile away I think, it was in Shettleston.  It seemed like a really long walk.  We went down Rigby Street where there was a railway bridge and in heavy rain it flooded. So that was a great excuse if it was flooded, because you just went back home.”
	12.28-12.58

	12.59
	What was primary school like?
	

	
	“I liked primary school.  I had good teachers, loads of good friends and playing all the time.  We used to get free milk then so you got a bottle of milk about 10.00am in the morning.  The school was quite old and while I was there they were building a new school by the time I was about ten it opened, so I was only there for about a year then I went to secondary school.”
	13.00-13.33

	13.43
	Do you remember any outings from primary school?
	

	
	“We went to the theatre, I can’t remember what we saw, but I remember really enjoying the theatre.  I remember we went on a bus to get there being given a little brown bag with an apple and a couple of other things in it.”
	13.45-14.31

	14.30
	Can you tell me about visits to the Citizens Theatre?
	

	
	“I didn’t really start going there until secondary school I think.  They started a thing called Theatre for Youth, they came to our school and told us about the program.  So I joined this and we’d go there quite a lot doing various things to do with the theatre. I really liked it, they would teach us drama, improvisation, all that kind of stuff.
I absolutely love the Citizens and can’t wait to see the new improved Citizens.”
	14.36-15.30

	15.35
	Can you describe the Citizens at the time?
	

	
	“It was a small theatre, it had the upper circle and the stalls.  Behind the scenes for me it had a tremendous smell, probably the woodwork and the various things that go on in a theatre.  I just always remember it was a fabulous smell. I really thought I would be an actor at one time, I enjoyed it that much.  They also had attached a thing called the Closed Theatre Club which I didn’t find out about until later but we used to go there, that’s where we did some of the improvisation stuff.”
	15.36-16.28

	16.29
	What was your favourite subject at secondary school?
	

	
	“English, I enjoyed that.  My first English teacher really liked getting every boy up to the front and giving them the belt and this happened every lesson. In second or third year I got another English teacher and he was great.  He would encourage us to read a lot, recommend books to read, things like that.  I still have my diaries of all the books I’ve read and stuff like that.  He also encouraged drama, so I used to go to St Mungo’s Drama Group.  It wasn’t really a group it would be to go to shows and stuff and the Royal Academy used to put on performances so I would go and get free tickets and then take them back for people at school who wanted to go.  That was around the same time I got involved with the Citizens Theatre for Youth as well.”
	16.36-17.55

	18.06
	How did you find secondary school in general?
	

	
	 “I enjoyed it, the first couple of years were just a laugh, after that I started taking it a bit more seriously and studying a lot for O levels and Highers.  I really couldn’t wait to get away at the end of it but the early years was quite good fun.”  
	18.07-18.49

	18.50
	How did you get to secondary school?
	

	
	“I used to take my wee brother to his primary school and the get the bus from there to Townhead.  I used to get really annoyed when I had to do that.”
	19.00-19.05

	19.59
	Can you remember any particular characters from when you were young?
	

	
	“There was an old lady that lived in the next close and my mum would always tell me to knock her door and see if she needed any messages.  She’d usually want messages or cigarettes or something, so I would go and get them, bring them back and she would give me a few coppers for doing it.   There was also an old man who was a wee bit disabled and he used to walk back from the pub and as kids, we were quite cruel shouting names at him which you wouldn’t do nowadays but back then that’s what kids did.
One of my friends who lived across the street and his dad had a car, the only car in the street.   He used to take us to I think it was Bishop’s Loch near Easterhouse and we would spend the day there round the loch fishing with our nets and playing football, so that was always good.”
	20.01-31.32

	21.59
	Did you know other families in the street?
	

	
	“We knew almost everybody.  Every close had somebody that we knew and my mum and dad would socialise with some of the neighbours as well. 
One of my friends who lived across the street and his dad had a car, the only car in the street.   He used to take us to I think it was Bishop’s Loch near Easterhouse and we would spend the day there round the loch fishing with our nets and playing football, so that was always good. One of my friends who lived across the street and his Dad had a car, the only car in the street.   He used to take us to I think it was Bishop’s Loch near Easterhouse and we would spend the day there round the loch fishing with our nets and playing football, so that was always good.”
	22.00-22.05

	22.06
	Did you go any holidays?
	

	
	“No.  I think we went away for the day to a place called Waterfoot but that was all.”
	22.10-22.12

	22.13
	Did you visit relatives in any other parts of Glasgow?
	

	
	“Yes, my auntie lived in Govan and another auntie lived in Priesthill then Nitshill and we would go and see them, especially at Christmas time, we’d go and see them and take presents.  As we got older me and my sister were tasked to do that job, so we would go together to do it.   I remember at New Year, they would always pop up at some point and there would be a wee family party.”
	22.22-22.55

	22.57
	Do you remember any differences between those areas growing up?
	

	
	“I remember Govan feeling more like the Gorbals because it wasn’t new, but then Priesthill was very similar to Carntyne in terms of style.”
	23.05-23.30

	23.31
	Were there any local industries?
	

	
	“There was an industrial estate quite nearby that had warehouses and a couple of small factories.  There was a dog track right at the bottom of the street, Carntyne dog track.  That was all the industry that was round about.  There was a big steelworks at Parkhead so when they opened the furnaces you could see the sky lighting up and during the night you could hear what sounded like a giant shovel.
When I was about 11 or 12 and there was races on at the dog track people would park their cars and we would go and ask them if we could look after their cars for ten pence or whatever it was at the time.  We used to be able to sneak into the dog track after half time when they would open the gates, that was a good laugh as well.”
	23.32-24.56

	24.57
	Do you remember seeing any changes or not growing up in Carntyne?
	

	
	“There weren’t any changes when I was growing up but I’d gone back after we moved to Ruchazie after my younger sister was born and when I was about fourteen I went back to see Carntyne.   it didn’t feel the same, there seemed to be more rougher people, it definitely seemed different.”
	25.09-25.58

	26.02
	Can you tell me about the house you moved to in Ruchazie?
	

	
	“It was a tenement as well but it had a balcony, it was four storey high.  You came in a big long hall, there were three bedrooms, a living room, a bathroom and a kitchen.” 
	26.03-26.31

	26.32
	What kind of heating did you have?
	

	
	“I think it was a coal fire to begin with and then it was an electric fire.  I remember in the winter and we were getting ready for school my mum would put the oven on   to heat up the kitchen so we could eat our breakfast with a little heat and she’d put our clothes in front of the fire. The windows in the bedroom were metal so the condensation was pretty horrendous really.  Later on we had portable gas fires.  There was no central heating.   The rooms just felt cold and damp particularly in the bedrooms.  I think in the living room and the kitchen were okay.  I think the metal windows probably contributed to the damp because there would be just puddles of water on the ledges.” 
	26.33-27.57

	27.58
	Did you know people round about there?
	

	
	“We knew the neighbours.  There was a woman, we called her Mrs moneybags one floor down.  Her husband was a lorry driver.  I think he worked for a bedding company.  Quite near Carntyne there was a place called Riddrie and it’s where Barlinnie prison is and near that there was a lot of housing for prison officers and I don’t know why, but they seemed to move a lot and he would do the flittings so I used to help him and he’d give me a pound for a flitting, going from one house to the other.”
	28.01-28.48

	28.50
	What were your impressions of the houses in Riddrie?
	

	
	“I always thought it seemed better than the houses in Carntyne or Ruchazie because  they were detached, most of them. /some of them might be four in a blocks or two in a block but they did seem much nicer, they had gardens and that.  My mum and dad always had a dream of getting a house in Riddrie because they looked better and probably were better.”
	28.52-29.23

	29.24
	Can you tell me about Hogganfield Loch?
	

	
	“After I’d left home, my mum moved to just behind Hogganfield Loch, but we’d go up there and go for a walk around Hogganfield Loch.  We’d feed the ducks, we’d do fishing.  The bin man from the house in Carntyne, he would also take me to the loch to do fishing.  We’d fish for perch and you had to be very careful because their teeth were very sharp.  We loved going boating, there was a little island and we’d go boating round the island.  Good fun.  
There were rhubarb fields and potato fields beside the loch as well.  My Mum would go and pick rhubarb and as wee boys we’d go up and steal rhubarb, take it home and my mum would stew it and we’d have stewed rhubarb and custard or we’d get a bag, a bit of newspaper rolled up, and there was sugar poured in  and you’d dip the rhubarb in the sugar and eat it.  That was delicious.”
	29.29-31.01

	31.11
	Do you have any other good memories growing up?
	

	
	“I just remember we always got good home-cooked meals, mince and potatoes, sausage and onion, potatoes cabbage and ham, things like that.  Friday was a good day, we’d get a cake.  My Mum would often bring left-over food from the restaurant as well and I remember getting chicken breast which was nothing like you taste nowadays, it was really, really nice.  The first time I tasted coffee was little sachets of Nescafe.  Again it seemed to taste different back then.  It was all good home-cooked food.”
	31.12-32.04

	32.05
	Do you remember the drugs problems starting in Ruchazie?
	

	
	“I left Ruchazie when I was twenty-one.  After I left there was the start of a drugs war and it was to do with what they called the ice cream wars. They would sell drugs from the ice cream van, it became quite a lucrative thing.  The street I lived on was Milncroft Road and the street behind it was Bankend Street and there was a family, the Doyle’s, that my little sister and brother had gone to school with the kids and the house was firebombed while they were all in the house.  Quite a lot of the family were killed and that was through the ice cream wars.”
	32.07-33.05

	33.08
	How did you feel about the media portrayal of your area during that time?
	

	
	“I’d moved out at twenty-one and I think it did deteriorate a lot.  I remember reading the Evening Times and there was a double page spread and there was a question Is “this the worst street in Glasgow?” and it was Milncroft Road.  So I had the pleasure of growing up in the worst street in Glasgow. I was only there from fourteen to twenty-one, but my little sister and brother were brought up in that.  There were quite a lot of gangs and stuff like that as well.   Before the motorway was built, there was a canal that ran between Ruchazie and Cranhill so we used to go and fight with the boys from Cranhill for no other reason than they were from a different place.”
	33.10-33.58

	33.59
	Did you go back and visit it after you left?
	

	
	“Yes, we’d be there every week, twice a week.”
	34.00

	34.01
	From that portrayal would you say the media was fair or not?
	

	
	“I think it was pretty fair.  The people were nice but it did start changing, the demographics started changing, there was more unemployment, people stopped taking care of their garden.  It did go downhill quite a bit. They then demolished it and rebuilt it.”
	34.02-34.31

	34.40
	That’s all my questions, is there anything you’d like to add or you think I’ve missed?
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“Don’t think so, I think you’ve covered it all.”
	34.48

	34.52
	Thank you for sharing your memories with the project.
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