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	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00.00-04.52
	Respondent introduces her relevant experience in post-war housing in the Possilpark area of Glasgow. She opens by stating that she lived in a ground floor cottage flat (four in a block) with a shared garden until she was aged 4. It had a living room, two bedrooms, a kitchen and a bathroom and she lived with her parents, sister and grandfather. At the age of 4, she moved from 66 Kippen Street to 70 Kippen Street, which was a semi-detached house with three bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom and living room. This house also had a large garden for their sole use and also a garage, which was unusual for the time. The house was heated by coal and then a calor gas fire, with an electric fire in the bedrooms which was turned on early to help remove ice from the windows. Storage heaters were used after this and the respondent emphasises the enormous difference these made. 
There was a piano in the living room which her grandfather played, and later was used by the respondent and her sister when they were learning. Still recalled is the safe, warm ‘feel ‘of the house and the time in general.

	

	05.00-06.10
	The local school was Chirnside Primary, which is fondly remembered. The playing fields though were essentially marshland and could never be used for their intended purpose (still the case today). The respondent’s father was on the Parent/Teacher committee. 
After school, children played in the street and made sure they were safe by shouting ‘car coming!’ when required. Bikes were popular, although not every child had one. A Raleigh Chopper is remembered, belonging to a friend of the respondent. ‘Bogies’ (home-made free-running karts) are also remembered as being popular and were used on pavements and the road. 
Children were also out at Halloween and Bonfire nights. Having a key on a string attached to the letterbox, and also on a string around her neck, and just knocking on doors to ask if friends were coming out to play, are given as indicative memories of childhood. 


	

	
	‘It was a lovely community, it really was. We would all play in the garage when it was raining and we would put up the painting table and play ping-pong. One of the chaps along the road, Martin Smith who became an actor and unfortunately died during the aids epidemic, used to make up plays and musicals. We would all dress up and sing and put them on in different people’s houses and in our garage. He went on to become really quite famous. So we also had a bit of artistic stuff going on. He also made up the stuff for the school shows. My sister played Cinderella at the time of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and he designed it so that she came on in that. It was a very happy childhood’. 
	06.18-07.30

	07.40-10.12
	 Local amenities were discussed. In terms of shops, there was a Co-op and at one time, an old fashioned butcher which had sawdust on the floor. Further down the road, was a newsagent (‘paper shop’) and what used to be the Saracen Foundry, where children used to find lots of marbles (‘jorries’). The respondent mentions that as a child, she used to buy Capstan Full Strength Cigarettes in packets of 10 for her grandfather, and how this would be unthinkable today but was entirely normal then. 
There was a larger shop in the nearby district of Milton, where she used to go shopping for her mother. His would involve going to the shop with a bag and a note of what was needed, and then returning later to collect the shopping. This shop later became a self-service grocery shop. 
Also remembered is the respondent’s mother working in a greengrocer in Bishopbriggs and bringing home unused fruit and vegetables on a Saturday. There were always plenty of strawberries for family and friends, with ice cream being bought from the local van. Having so much fruit in the house was unusual for these times. 
	

	
	‘We did go to the church, it was a bit of a walk away and my sister and I were in the Girl’s Brigade, and latterly we were in a musical group and they used to put on operettas. But looking back they were operettas from the 1920s with pierrots and we used to put them on: I’ve still got some of the music books. We used to all dressed up and they were great fun, but this was the 60s and 70s when people used to do stuff like that. It was really nice. We used to go to the Youth Fellowship, I didn’t know anyone who went to the dancing’. 
	10.14-11.12

	11.15-14.13
	 The respondent recalls enjoying swimming twice a week (with chips afterwards) at the Possilpark and also Bishopbriggs Baths as a member of the Young Swimmers Athletic Association. Her father took her and her sister, her father also being involved in running the club and himself a keen swimmer who had won prizes during his National Service in Germany. This was the first time he experienced life outside Glasgow and which may have resulted in him training to be a PE teacher had circumstances been different. Other activities included weekly attendance at the Glasgow Youth Choir and regular visits to the library. Regarding holidays, after her father was able to buy a Hillman Imp to replace the Vespa scooter for commuting to work, the car was used to take the five family members on holiday, as well as for day trips. 
	

	14.18-17.52
	It is mentioned that the respondent’s father first worked with British Rail, starting in the ticket offices, and later moving to a company which made vinyl and plastic coatings for tables. He then worked as a sales representative for a variety of businesses before starting his own glazing company in the Bridgeton area of Glasgow. 

	

	18.00-19.30
	In terms of local characters, Martin Smith was a friend of the respondent. Martin became a successful actor and appeared in several London West End productions, replacing David Essex in Evita. The actor Peter Capaldi also came from the Possilpark area, being part of the family that owned the Capaldi’s Ice Cream Company.

	

	
	 ‘I went to Chirnside Primary and we had a fantastic teacher in Primary 1, Miss McLeod. She was ancient, really old, well maybe not that old. I remember my mum taking me along to Primary 1 and there was a wee boy who was crying and had to be taken out. My mum gave him a hanky. I was like; bye-bye, I’m here now. He did comeback and he was alright.’
	19.38-20.47

	20.52-27.10
	 Continuing the recollections of school days, it was noted that the Deputy Head Teacher took the class in Primary 7 and giving the belt to pupils for being noisy. Also remembered was the occasion of getting ‘lines’ for going up the wrong flight of stairs, and getting the belt for playing in the bathroom. However, in general the respondent has only happy memories of her school days, also remembering that the girls and boys were segregated by a line in the playground when returning to class after playtime. A hymn (Thank you for the world so sweet) was sung in the dinner hall before every meal, and pupils had to bow or curtsey before teachers. Not always wanting to attend school lunches, the respondent would sometimes use the 45-minute break to go home, where her grandfather would always make sure that lunch was ready. On completion of primary school, a ‘Quali-dance’ was held in the afternoon with all pupils dressing for the occasion and eating ice cream and jelly. The dance finished at 4.00pm and everyone went home.
With regards to secondary school attendance, the respondent sat the 11+ exam and gained entry into Hillhead Secondary School, a selective fee-paying school. Books were bought from the ABC Educational bookshop in Glasgow, however after 1st year, the school became a comprehensive school. Secondary School years were also greatly enjoyed and are credited by the respondent with helping her to university.
	

	
	‘So, I left Hillhead at 18, I did the full 6 years and went to Glasgow Tech as it was then, Glasgow Caledonian Uni as it is now. Originally I wanted to do English, as I did 6th Year Studies English, and I was always interested in poetry writing, and I didn’t get into the choices I wanted but I did get into Cale to do Social Sciences, and I did 4 years of Social Sciences and got an honours degree, laterally it was sociology and psychology; you did quite a spread of things, so economics and accounts, social history and you had to do statistics and stuff…I really liked it…I really enjoyed it. When I came out I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do because you’re coming out of Social Sciences, just like my son who’s just graduated in history and politics and he’s in a job he doesn’t want to do so he’s going to go back and do something else. So I got a job for a year working in industrial tribunals and then applied for a course at Keele University in Psychology of Mental Handicap and an H.R Qualification in Glasgow, personnel management as it was then, because these were the only things I thought I’d be interested in doing. So I got a grant for the one in H.R. so that is where I went, that was my career. I did a year and got my qualification and was offered 5 different jobs, because it was the ‘milk round’ back then, that would be 1983-4. I chose to work for Scottish and Newcastle Breweries.’ 
	27.30-29.49

	29.52- 33.10
	The respondent describes leaving home for the first time and moving to Edinburgh to take up her graduate trainee post with Scottish and Newcastle Breweries. This included team-building, working in administration in head office (where the Scottish Parliament building now stands) and working in a brewery, and how this experience was a very good grounding for the future and a stark contrast to studying the subject. It was related that Scottish and Newcastle Breweries were given an ‘alcohol voucher’ every week that they could exchange in pubs.
Further jobs were listed including after 4 years, working for the publisher Harper-Collins in Glasgow (where employees were given the opportunity to buy books for a token price) and moving home for a while before buying a flat. 
	

	33.36-35.41
	The nature of change in local industry was noted by the respondent, specifically with regards to the adverse effect the acquisition of Harper-Collins by the Murdoch Corporation, with the publishing company’s reduction in printing and editing operations to its eventual closure in Scotland. The premises were subsequently part-occupied by small independent organisations.
	

	35.51-39.42
	Other aspects of the local area were highlighted as including a school for the deaf close to the respondent’s house, and the Ashfield Club together with a hairdressers and chip shop.
Crime was not remembered as being an issue until the mid-70s, especially in the Saracen Street area. Houses in the area were being burgled and the respondent’s grandfather found it difficult to rest during the evening and night time. The area was close to Milton, which has always had the reputation of being a more troubled district of Glasgow. Certainly, the growth of the issues surrounding illegal drugs were noted as bringing a negative change to the ‘feel’ of the area.
	

	
	‘It was a really nice community though and in our street there was a family with 4 girls who didn’t have much money, so our clothes and toys would go to them and other people, and likewise we got stuff; back in the day you didn’t get everything new. But we had a lot of good times living there and it was a really warm and nice house. I can still remember the smell of the paraffin heater and being told ‘don’t touch!’ ’.
	40.07-40.49

	41.02-42.10
	The respondent again mentions her impression of her days in the area as being happy and her neighbours as being good people, with the area being largely undeserving of its reputation. 
Many people bought their council houses, however it was discovered that building took place on top of old mine workings, and so the houses had to be bought back by Glasgow City Council.
	

	42.17-45.30
	Finally, the type of music experienced was discussed. There was always singing in the house, with several family members playing the piano. The respondent’s grandfather was of Irish heritage, so there is a particular memory of old Irish songs being sung. The respondent’s mother is also remembered as being a notable singer, especially at family parties. There was always music in the house, in addition to a continuing involvement with choirs. 
	

	45.35-48.16
	Before finishing, the respondent recalls that there was a telephone box at the end of the street, however sometimes it wasn’t working. As one of the few families with a telephone in their house (unusually not a party line), sometimes neighbours would ask to use it and pay sixpence for a call. Prefabs also were used for some time before eventually being demolished, although some still exist in the Milton area. The coal man and the Orange Walk were notable memories, however the respondent notes that neither she nor her friends understood the nature of the latter at the time. 
	

	
	Interview ends with thanks.
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