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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	1.05
	Respondent describe moving to Glasgow in the late 1970s to go to university and discovering bedsits. Talks about the ubiquity of bedsits at the time, and their appearance in the arts.
	

	1.54
	Describes what a bedsit consisted of and how it worked. How you rented them, where they were advertised, how they were cleaned, what areas were communal, the large amount of furniture, what you provided.
	

	
	“But, most of my bedsit experiences as a student were happy. We were studying. We had great social lives. That was back in the days when not only did you get your fees paid but you actually go a grant. So, you could afford to go out.  We were studying. We had great social lives. So, regardless of how cold and cramped your bedsit was you really only had to be there to sleep and eat. So, you didn’t really care.  Yes, maybe we didn’t stick to the rota as much as we should of. And maybe the bins didnae get emptied as often as they should. But I never saw a mouse or a rat and I learned to live alongside all sorts of different people.”
	6.35-7.15

	7.18
	Respondent talks about moving to Glasgow for work after Uni and moving into a bedsit for £30.00 per month. Talks about how adverts could be misleading in terms of the size of the room.
	

	
	“Remember. Whether a bedsit called itself a double or a single was no indication of the size of the room. Merely the dimension of its bed. So, you could be in a tiny room but it would have a double bed. So you would technically be in a double room and the landlord could charge a little bit more than he did for a single room.”
	7.44-8.05

	8.06
	Respondent states that he and his partner viewed numerous rooms in the East End where they still live. It was cheaper than the West End. Other bedsits were too cramped, too dirty or had too much furniture. They settled on a house in Craigpark in Dennistoun.
	

	
	“But we settled on this amazing big house in Craigpark which was five minutes from Alexandra Parade in the heart of leafy Dennistoun. Originally it was owned and occupied by one of the area’s grand Victorian families. A street lined with a mixture of other detached villas. Terraced houses, private gardens and a church. A current tenant showed us round the room. Which was ok size wise plus, had an ancient Baby Bell oven. Who remembers Baby Bell ovens? Which for some reason impressed us. And it was £30.00 a week all inclusive. Rent payable in cash on a Saturday.  No cheques. And there was a rent book.”
	8.28-9.20

	9.21 
	Respondent states that there was no phone in this flat. This was way before mobile phones. There was a public phone. 
	

	
	“But, but…the house also had the most glamorous bathroom I have ever encountered. To this day. Massive Art Deco affair, shiny black tiling with a walk-in shower and a bath. And this was in the 1980s No one had walk-in shower then. So we were sold. It didn’t have a phone which was a minor inconvenience. But it had this incredible bathroom.”

	9.58-10.24

	10.25
	Respondent describes their fellow tenant who was a friend of the landlord and who was authorised to take their one month’s rent.
	

	
	“So, if you don’t know the East end of Glasgow…Dennistoun is really handy for the Royal Infirmary which is our big hospital in the East End. Our fellow bedsitters were 5 nurses plus a hospital porter and his girlfriend. You could eat your dinner off the floor in the communal areas including the Art Deco bathroom. That cleaning rota was stuck to. And taking your turn on that cleaning rota was in force in the form of a lovely smile and a barely disguised threat.”
	10.53-11.28

	
	“So, soon after we moved into this ok sized room a much bigger through the wall. You know… the adjacent room. With much more space became free. A fabulous Art Deco fireplace in pink polished granite and an oriel window at only two pounds more…We moved into that room and stayed for Eighteen months.  Eighteen happy months.”

	11.29-11.59

	12.00
	The respondent talks about how it was a quiet bedsit even during the day because of the shift work/ Tommy the landlord collected the rent every Saturday. Tommy was a bit of wide boy but did the repairs. Describes this. No socialising except with the direct neighbours. Bedsits taught you to be considerate.
	

	
	“There was a washing machine. Huge deal back in 1980s bedsit land…which saved you money on the laundrette. So, everybody bought one of those plastic clothes horses. So you washed your stuff and dried it in your room in front of your three bar electric fire. Which everybody burnt merrily because gas and electricity were included in your rent. Other bedsits I have stayed in had a meter in your room and you had to have a constant supply of 10ps to feed into the flaming things, which really got expensive. So, it was a great deal. Your heating and your light were included in your rent. What with that and our new tight fitting UPVC windows we were so snug.”
	15.30-16.23

	16.25
	Respondent talks about some of the landlord’s dodgy ways.
	

	
	“I think bedsits were a training ground for social skills. Teaching you to live alongside people who you didn’t know. And who were superficially maybe not like you. And it wasn’t a making friends thing. You didn’t become friends with these people as such. It was a patience thing. Perhaps an empathy thing. Those nurses. And I don’t think I ever knew that many of their names. Were nice to us when we moved in and showed us how things work. And because of that we were nice to other people when we moved in. It’s like that paying forward thing. You hear about that. But back then it didn’t have a name. It was just something that people did. Cause along the way in humanity’s long journey some clever cave person worked out that it benefits us personally if we’re patient with other people…It’s that weird bit of ground between being strangers and being one of us.” 
	23.23-24.55

	24.56
	Talks more about this sort of communal living. Also concedes that there will be lots of people who had bad experience. But you always learnt something.
	

	25.56
	Talks about living around the corner from the big house on Craigpark. After they moved out the Landlord sold the place.
	

	
	“The new owners stuck a partition down the middle of our bedroom. Subdividing it into two rooms. Two rooms two rents. It began to look sadder and a bit dilapidated. Say what you like about our landlord…He didnae pay people what they owed but the building was painted regularly and the windows were always clean.”
	26.32-27.02

	27.03
	Respondent talks about the concept of bedsits falling out of favour in the nineties. Tastes change. People wanted flats. House at Craigpark now back in private ownership.
	

	
	Interviewer thanks the respondent very much for his contribution to the project.
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