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	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	00.33-00.34
	Where were you born and where do you live now?
	

	
	“I was born in Aberdeen and now live in Edinburgh.”
	00.34-00.35

	00.44
	Can you tell me how you got into planning work?
	

	
	“I sort of got introduced to it around the age of 15 because one of my teachers was a former social worker in Dundee and he knew a wee bit about the planning system.  From the age of 16 it was on my short list of things to do.  So this followed on from my degrees in Geography.  I knew Geography was part of the way into planning.  
I started working for Strathclyde Regional Council in 1981 in the headquarters of the Council working particularly on vacant and derelict land and a part time degree at Glasgow University and then went on from that to work on town centres and trying to protect town centres, this was during the Thatcher period so there was a lot of support for out of town parks and big retail complexes like the Braehead Centre in Renfrew.   So we had a lot of enquiries which I was involved in, giving the evidence to try and protect the old centres like Paisley, Renfrew and Pollok in Glasgow.   I did this for five or six years and then I moved into environmental improvement projects. And that was increasing the spread of woodlands around the conurbation in Lanarkshire, Bellshill, Motherwell, Hamilton, Lanark, right through to Greenock, Port Glasgow and the Vale of Leven and Renfrewshire.  So extending woodlands, increase the number of walking and cycling routes and improve bio-diversity around conurbation.   
Then I moved from Strathclyde Regional Council to initially South Lanarkshire Council based in Hamilton to work standard planning things, like local plans.
Then I got the chance to work for Scottish National Heritage and for them I also worked on projects to do with the natural heritage in and around towns so that was encouraging other people to improve the management of natural heritage in and around towns enhanced by diversity to improve access  to increase environmental education and contribute to economic development by environmental improvements and so on.  So that was very interesting and contact with other parts of the U.K. 
Latterly I went back into mainstream planning for South East Scotland. which was six local authorities in the surrounding areas.  I was there for six years and then I actually retired.”
	00.51-05.58

	06.07-06.22
	You mentioned out of town shopping centers, do you think that had implications for people living in social housing at that time or not?
	

	
	“I think it’s had an effect on all existing communities whether they’re in social housing, private rented or owner-occupied.  It’s had a particular impact on people who didn’t have access to cars, didn’t have access to private transport and I can’t remember the statistics exactly, it’s around slightly more than fifty percent of the population in the conurbation that didn’t have access to a car and that’s applicable particularly to women and young people.  So I would say it’s had quite a significant affect for people living in social housing and access to a car was probably lower and they might have been disproportionately advantage than people living out of town.  Having said that, these centres often under pressure, do make arrangements for bus access and they do become a bit of a distraction for people because they’ve got the modern stores, they’re glossy, they’re sparkly, they’re largely under cover, so it’s an outing.   
They’re are arguments on both sides but you’ve only got to look at the condition of our  traditional town centres partly to be the effect of the out of town developments that we’ve had around our big cities.  On-line shopping now is probably the biggest impact of everything because everybody’s suffering, all the retailers suffering, because everybody’s shopping on-line and that’s a really tough one to fight.  One of my cousins had a retail shop of her own and just couldn’t compete.”
	06.25-10.01

	10.02
	Could you tell me about your environmental work around the old tenements and social housing?
	

	
	“A lot of that work was to do with the areas around the peripheral housing schemes, like Easterhouse, Drumchapel, Castlemilk, Pollok and Nitshill.  So a lot of the work there was to enhance the surroundings of these areas and improve the environment around them, not the housing themselves but it might be to do with planting community woodlands, they’re not planted for commercial purposes, they’re planted to create accessible user-friendly places for people to be able to walk, to cycle, to study, to sit.  There’s issues about managing these as well to avoid anti-social behaviour  because they can attract anti-social behaviour and become where people may see them as a security risk.
One of the programs I was particularly involved in was woodlands in and around these places and hopefully that was a benefit to people.  For example in Easterhouse there was a former mining area at Cardowan Colliery that’s all a community woodland now.  That was partially funded by the Forestry Commission and partially funded by the Regional Council and the Glasgow City Council.   So each had their own inputs.
I enjoyed, it was a satisfying project to be involved in.”
	10.22-13.40

	13.46
	Was there any community collaboration or consultation involved?
	

	
	“The short answer would be yes.  It was better in some areas than in others but I wouldn’t personally be involved in that because it would be on the ground staff who really knew the communities much better than people sitting up in India Street or the council would know.  So they were involved in the actual contacts with local communities.  In general the record was quite good in terms of trying to consult with people.   
There was scepticism within the professional world about community consultation but that improved from the ‘60s ‘70s onwards.  People hadn’t put much thought into it, consultation was, right we’ll publish something, we’ll advertise.   You can appreciate many people don’t look at official adverts in newspapers, because they’re boring.   That’s moved on so there’s a lot more thought put into it.
The example I was thinking about was a community project where leaflets were put through the doors saying we’ve got this project are you in favour, are you not?  People wouldn’t even look at the leaflet, it was just a bit of bumph coming through your letter box from the council.  Oh what’s this about, phew don’t know.  The responses they did get were positive but it turned out that wasn’t the representative response and the contractors ended up planting right across one of the corners of their football pitch, so all the trees were ripped out overnight, more or less.  Not enough thought was put into the consultation.  Overall we did try and encourage consultation and it worked quite well in many places.” 
	13.47-18.40

	18.42
	Were there any aspects of environmental planning that you were involved in for social housing?
	

	
	“The areas I was most involved in were around the Southside of Glasgow, particularly Casetlemilk, Pollok and Nitshill and the work actually went across into Renfrewshire and East Kilbride and that work was to do with the woodlands, so that was across the whole area.  The Millenium Forrest was one of the projects and was meant to be a much wider project, not just around Glasgow and we were part of that.  So that was around four main peripheral estates.
I was also involved in walking and cycling routes, local nature reserves around Castlemilk, Pollok and Nitshill.  A lot of that was there already and people didn’t have walking or cycling routes that they could access.  There’s an area called Dams to Darnley on the Southside of Glasgow, it’s an old mining area, it probably still has some signs there saying it’s dangerous because of shafts.  It was always a very attractive place that was used by locals, it included interpretation boards and signage.”
	18.59-22.26

	22.27
	Were you involved in the clean up of any industrial waste or anything?
	

	
	“Some of the sites were contaminated, some of them were spoil heaps and things like that.  When I was with the regional council we did very little remedial work on these kind of sites.  There was an agency called The Scottish Development Agency and part of their remit and funding was  to clean up a lot of old industrial sites, the majority of which would be in West Central Scotland.  The biggest one is now Strathclyde Regional Park.  There was a lot of mining and huge earth removal involved. Cardowan Coillery north of Easterhouse is another one.  We weren’t involved in that remedial work, but it had to be done.   Sometimes there was tree planting and helping to clean up sites as well.  Around Glasgow as you will appreciate there are huge areas that were former industrial works.”  
	22.37-24-32

	25.35
	What about swampy land, do you know about any schemes used to improve those?
	

	
	“I can’t think of many.  There’s an area near Rutherglen and it was known as Molls Myre and there was some environmental work done to improve that area.  
North East of Easterhouse there’s a big area around where the old Gartloch Hospital used to be and there’s all these lochs .  I don’t know the history of the lochs but I know they’re very good for bio-diversity in particular.   It was mostly people in the city council who championing the  lochs and the birdlife. There’s lots more public access to that area now.
That’s partly the kind of projects I was involved in.”
	25.46-27.42

	27.52
	How successful were the cycling and walking paths ?
	

	
	“The success might have varied across the whole area but largely it was part of improving provision for cycling more generally.  Some of them are very well used.  I think generally you would say it’s been quite successful.  You may know of this but there is a movement for it to become a national park city recognising the provision within the city and around the city in terms of recreation, bio-diversity and the quality of the environment.   That would’ve been inconceivable in the late ‘70s or ‘80s that people would be championing the idea that Glasgow is a very attractive, well managed city that’s got all that attractions, facilities and so on. 
I think it‘s successful in the walking and cycling routes so far.”  
	28.06-30.41

	31.05
	Can you tell me about the area that was covered in industrial paint?
	

	
	“I think there was probably more than one that was like this.  There’s certainly one near Cambuslang and I think there’s another one closer in to Glasgow but certainly luminous paint that was used in dials, clocks, instruments for the defence industry, that kind of thing, because Glasgow had a big defence industry element. These would need specialising  treatment, capping and layers of clay or membranes over these kind of things to try and make them usable.  I wasn’t directly involved in that but I was aware of them.  One of my friends came from Cambuslang she knew of some people who worked in some of the factories and who used that radioactive material, but I’m not an expert.”
	31.06-32.34

	32.35
	Can I ask you your opinion on the planning of the Glasgow schemes?
	

	
	“I could give you my opinion and you could have nine planners in the same room and get different opinions.
My take on it is that we’ve got to keep in mind how dire the situation was. The social and economic conditions post-war were really desperate and housing conditions had been very poor from the 19th century and the absolute priority was to address housing conditions and public health with public health being the driving force to improve housing conditions.  Glasgow was so poor compared to the national averages.
People criticize the local politicians, they criticize the planners, they criticise the architect.  The system was not perfect, the level of community involvement was almost nil, but they did have to try and provide housing for people with working services.  Maybe the priority for providing housing was seen in isolation a bit, you know things like the environment around the houses and the services that people had access to weren’t always thought about or it would seem to be the private sector would provide, some of that anyway, at least the retailing.
Of course we can criticize, look back and criticize.  So there were successes and failures but there are successes and failures in every generation.  I had friends who came from Easterhouse, Castlemilk and also from Knightswood that had been seen as ‘better’ housing.  I knew people who had grown up in these areas and they saw the disadvantages they’d had in some respects but they still had a great association with the area.  Sometimes observers from the outside make judgments, they’re making evaluations on your perceptions and your own prejudices.
I think developing these schemes, we wouldn’t do the same again now but in those times, the priorities drove them to provide these kind of estates.  The building industry were promoting these estates because they were cheap and quick to build.  They could’ve been built better, but it’s always easier to look back and think things could’ve been done differently.  We can only learn.”
	32.39-38.15

	38.22
	What do you think about tower blocks?
	

	
	“It’s interesting because people who moved into the tower blocks, at least some of them anyway, seemed to quite like them.   Some of the most expensive property on the planet is in tower blocks, it just happens to be millionaire’s flats in New York.  It’s a wee bit different, but there’s nothing wrong with tower blocks if they’re serviced and managed properly.  There can be issues to do with what’s your mix of households within the blocks.
I think tower blocks can have a roll.  I’m not sure if they’re as good for people mixing, particularly kids playing and mixing.  I wouldn’t discount them, they can be good for some households, good for some people, if they’re managed maintained and managed well and building standards are appropriate.   Having seen Grenfell it made me think is this a third world country we’re looking at.  I literally did think that when I saw the first images.  I think tower blocks do have a role.”
	38.31-40.58

	40.59
	Do you know if people were given choices about moving to certain areas, were there certain policies of sending people to certain areas?
	

	
	“I’m not the best person to answer this question but there was always an accusation that the new towns, East Kilbride, Cumbernauld, Irvine, they took a lot of, how do I describe this, people who had relatively high quality jobs, relatively skilled people and they were more employable in the new factories being built in the likes of East Kilbride, Irvine and Cumbernauld.  The effect was that the people who were placed in he likes of Castlemilk, Easterhouse or wherever, tended to be more lower skilled, lower income people, more likely to be at risk of unemployment and I think it was unhelpful for people to be separated like that, because pre Drumchapel, Easterhouse, Pollok, they had a better social mix.”   
	41.07-44.20

	44.26
	Do you know if families were sent to the same place?
	

	
	“I’m not sure about that.  I would hope there was some effort to put families together to keep the social connection.  In social housing around the U.K., family groups and friends social connections were disrupted.”
	45.12-45.31

	45.32
	That’s all my questions, is there anything you’d like to add?
	``

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“It’s been really interesting, thanks.”
	45.42

	45.57
	Thank you for sharing your memories with me.
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