
	
Project:  ‘Marmite Housing’
Respondent: Annette McGarill
Year of Birth: 1950
Age:  75
Connection to project: 
Date of Interview: 1/7/25
Interviewer: Billy Ferrie
Recording Agreement:  Yes
Information & Consent: Yes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Photographic Images:  Yes  (Number of:    5   )
Length of Interview:  37:52
Location of Interview:
Recording Equipment:  Zoom H4n (internal mics)
	[image: A blue speech bubble with yellow text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

[image: A person walking on a sidewalk next to a tall building

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]




	Time
(from: mins/secs)
	Description


	Transcribed Extract
(from- to:
mins/secs)

	01:03 - 3:28
	Annette explains her family moved from a tenement in the Calton area of Glasgow to a newly built flat in the Barlanark housing scheme in 1953.   The flat in Calton had a room and kitchen which Annette says was too small for the family – her parents and five children.  Annette adds that it was probably also ‘quite dilapidated’.  The family had lived there a long time; Annette was the youngest child and three years old when the family moved.  Annette describes the day the family found out which flat they were getting.   When her mother heard it was on the ground floor with a garden, something she wasn’t expecting, she was allowed to swap with a woman who had been given a flat on the first floor.  
	

	
	“They actually called it balloting; you had to go along and ballot for a house and there was a whole crowd of people who were all waiting to be housed and I was on my eldest brother’s shoulders, you know, so that I could see what was going on, and, as I say, it is one of my earliest memories.  The man who was dealing with the keys was on a kind of podium, he was up on a stand, and he would call out your name and the head of the house, who  was my mother by that time ‘cause  my father had died, she went  over and we got the keys,  and he told  you what your address was and you , kind of had to go and find it,  you know, so that was quite  exciting”.  
	2:16 – 2:49

	3.30 – 5:33
	Annette describes being swept up in the family’s excitement about being the first people to live in their new home, saying it was ‘all new and shiny’.   She recalls her older siblings talking about who would be the first to use the bathroom and who would sleep in each of the three bedrooms.   Annette doesn’t know if her Mum was able to choose the area - she thinks she wasn’t but accepted Barlanark as it was a new scheme and in the East End.    
	

	5.35 – 6:40
	Annette’s first impression of Barlanark was that it was exciting; there were lots of fields to play in, although she now thinks they were probably just areas not yet built upon.  There were also drying greens and cellars where she played if it was wet.   
	

	
	“If it wasn’t raining, you were out  and you were just wandering free, you know, and of course, there would be very few cars at that time because,  I do  remember one of our neighbours getting a car while we lived there, but we lived there for maybe eight, nine years and I remember that one person getting a car because he was the first person in the street to have one,  you know, so  that was the only car you had to watch for when you were  crossing the road.”
	6.12 – 6:38

	6.48 – 7:58
	Annette describes the layout of the new flat.  It had three bedrooms, a living room, kitchen, bathroom and various cupboards.  The flat was accessed through a porch on an external veranda.  It had a coal fire in the living room which was used regularly and gas fire in the main bedroom.  The coal was stored outside the flat in the porch.
	

	
	“I don’t think I ever saw that gas fire on, we weren’t allowed to have it on at all, so really the main source of heat was from the coal fire in the living room”.
	7:26 – 7:38

	8.07 – 9:35
	Annette says the only facilities they had to share was a telephone line when they got one, the job of cleaning the close and use of the back garden – the neighbours sorted out who would use it on which day for their laundry. 
	

	
	“When we got our first telephone in the house, and I can still remember the number, it was Baillieston 5094, but it was a shared line, it was a party line which, you know, went out of date many decades ago.  But it meant that somebody else, you didn’t know who it was, but somebody else in that telephone exchange area had the same line, so if you lifted the phone and they were on the phone, you just had to put it down and wait ‘til they came off”
	8.14 - 8:50

	9.37 - 11:08
	Annette says her most vivid memories of living in the area are of the summer when she played outside all hours of the day, going home for dinner and then being out again until you were called in at bedtime.  Annette and children from other closes played rounders, kick the can and hide and seek in the street.  In the winter they played in the flat; Annette’s brother played football in the hall, using cupboards at the end for goal posts.  They also used their Mum’s dining table in the living room when she was out.
	

	
	“We used to bring it out in the middle of the living room play table tennis but if the coal fire was on and you hit the ball the wrong way it would just go into the fire and melt, you know.  So, the house was a kind of play ground as well, I suppose, you know, not always meant to be but it was”. 
	10:54-11:10

	11:11 – 13:34
	Annette discusses the facilities in Barlanark when her family moved there.   There was a row of shops about a five minutes’ walk from their home.  This was one of two rows of shops in the scheme.  Each had about a dozen small shops, including a butchers and grocers.  Annette describes being sent there for one or two things, but thinks that her Mum and older sister used to go back to Parkhead, or into town, , for the weekly shop because of the lack of variety in the scheme shops.   There were no cinemas, pubs, recreational grounds and no schools.  Annette wasn’t of school age when she moved there, but recalls her brother being bussed to Baillieston primary until a school was built in the scheme.  The nearest train station was in Garrowhill – a walk through the scheme, to the outer edges and then down a hill.  
	

	
	“Street lights weren’t there right away, so sometimes when my older sister, when she was out, you know, at the dancing or the pictures, or whatever, by the time she came home at night, you know, the streets were really quite dark, you know, so they got put up eventually but they weren’t there immediately, you know, it was really just houses.”
	12:38 – 12:57

	13:40 – 14:45
	By the time Annette was of school age, St Judes Primary had been built in Barlanark and she went there with her older brother.  She later went to St Gregory’s Secondary in Carntyne and either got the bus or walked there.  
	

	
	“We just got sent off and you went.   I had my older brother, you know, he took me, as it was, but, I mean, he was only about three years older than me.  So, when I was starting school, he would only have been about eight, you know, and then he was tasked with taking me to school and bringing me home.”
	14:32 – 14:46


	14:48 – 17:16
	Annette describes knowing most people near to where she lived and how neighbours would look out for her when her mum got a job.  Annette is asked whether this was a spillover from life in the tenements.  She says people do talk about leaving their doors unlocked (in the tenements) but she thinks people were less inclined to leave their doors open in the scheme, although they did go into each other’s houses.  Annette talks about an older brother getting married at St Jude’s church in Barlanark and returning to their flat for a celebration with lots of family and neighbours.  Their downstairs’ neighbour who had a front garden let them use it for the wedding photos.    
	

	
	“Neighbours would make sure you were alright, you know.  You could go in and get a biscuit or a cake, or whatever, if you needed; if you came in from school and your mum wasn’t at home, you know, neighbours would do that just as a matter of course.”
	15:20 – 15:33

	17:43 – 21:30
	Annette talks about going to St Gregory’s Secondary school in Carntyne, which she enjoyed.  She is still friends with people she met there.  Annette can remember the names of some of her teachers and how they encouraged her learning.  She believes access to good education was ‘the making of a lot of people in that generation’.  Annette describes school trips she went on, going to Portobello when she was at primary school, then when at secondary school to Paris and when she was fourteen on a Mediterranean cruise that took in Tangiers. 
	

	
	“You could do Russian, you could do Latin, all sorts of things, you know, that most schools don’t have at all now.”
	18:53 – 19:00


	
	“We went on a school cruise because Glasgow Corporation at the time ran two ships, two cruise ships, which people don’t believe nowadays, because it just wouldn’t happen. But I think they were actually old navy ships from the war and, Glasgow City Council, Corporation as it was at the time, had two of these.  The one that I went on was the Dunera”.
	20:20 – 20:44


	21:34 – 22:59
	Annette discusses being keen to leave school, although some of her teachers encouraged her to stay on.  Her three older brothers and sister had left school at fifteen and gone into trades; her youngest brother was the first in the family to go to university.  Annette explains that she enjoyed school but was wanted to start go to work and earn her own money.  After taking her O Grades, she joined the Civil Service and stayed there for 10 years until she married and had children.  She then went to university as a mature student and became a teacher.  
	

	23:00 – 25:03

	Annette says people had to go out of the scheme for entertainment and leisure activities.  She and her brother went to cinema matinees on Saturday mornings.  When she was a bit older, she went to country dancing lessons in Shettleston and for ballet lessons at the Sunshine School of Dancing in Dennistoun.   Later on, she went ‘to the dancing’ at night.   
	

	
	“Parkhead Cross it would be the Granada, I think. I don’t think it is there now.  And, then along Alexendra Parade, it was, was it, the Scotia?  And in Riddrie, in Cumbernauld Road, there was the Rex and the Vogue which were just, you know, from here to that house across there, away from each other, you know, but always full ‘cause people went to the cinemas all the time.”  
	24:29 – 24:44

	25:08 – 28:50

	Annette says there weren’t any local industries or businesses based in the scheme at Barlanark.  Her oldest two brothers were both plumbers and she thinks they worked in Shettleston or the East End of Glasgow.    Annette’s sister was a machinist at Canda in the Queenslie Industrial Estate which was a ten-to-fifteen-minute bus journey from Barlanark.   Olivetti were based there.   They made typewriters and later punch card computers.    Both Canda and Olivetti were big employers in the area.  Annette’s father worked in Auchinairn before he died.  She also makes reference to the Beardsmore Forge at Parkhead and believes people from Barlanark would have travelled to these places for work.  
	

	
	“She worked in, we always just called it the Canda, and it was years and years later that I discovered it was actually the place that made clothes for C&A and that is why it was called Canda because it was C and A.”
	25:41 – 25:54

	29:16 – 31:10

	In response to questions about local community issues including crime, Annette says there weren’t any gangs when the schemes were new.  She was more aware of gangs in Easterhouse when she was a teenager.   Annette describes the lack of late running buses being an issue – when her older siblings went to Barrowlands dancing they couldn’t always get a bus all the way home and had to walk from Springboig.    
	

	31:14 – 31:59
	Annette discusses growing up in a politically aware family and being aware of social justice and injustices.  When she was older, she campaigned against the Poll Tax and with her union when teaching, for better pay and conditions.   
	

	
	“I grew up in quite a socialist family you know where everybody voted Labour and you were told that was the thing to do.”    
	31:17 – 31:25

	32:00 – 34:07
	Annette is asked about media portrayal of Barlanark.  She says she doesn’t remember anything from when she was growing up, but when she went to university in her thirties says schemes were talked about in terms of poverty, violence and crime, which she found to be condescending as that was not her memory and felt it was an unfair representation of the area.  Annette believes schemes became places of crime because of how they were constructed, with local government not giving enough thought to the social aspect of people’s lives.  Annette feels media representation has been distorted and when you speak to people who lived there at the same time as her, they have much better memories of the place. 
	

	
	“Maybe we were poor I think, you know, you probably weren’t aware of it because everybody was in the same boat, everybody was probably poor, but I wasn’t conscious of, you know, being in a poor family or living in a poor area”.
	33:54 - 34:06

	34:08 – 36:11
	Annette now lives in a different part of Glasgow.  She returned to Barlanark some years ago and found the block of flats she lived in boarded up, ready for demolition.  The next time she went back she saw new houses had been built where the block of flats had been.  She thought there was a mix of social housing, home ownership and shared ownership and thinks this would have made a difference to the area.   Looking back, Annette thinks Barlanark did have a sense of identity.  At first, this was based on the immediate area where she lived, then it grew when clubs started in schools and church halls that hadn’t been there when it opened.    
	

	36:30– 37:34
	Annette talks about playing in the area as a child and that when she went to secondary school, she made friends with children from schemes in Cranhill, Easterhouse and other parts of the East End, which were similar to the one she had grown up in.  During secondary school, she moved to the Haghill/Dennistoun area but still went to the same school.  
	

	
	“You went off on wee treks, you could take wee picnics, you know, a bottle of water and a few sandwiches and you thought you were going a picnic and you might just have been in the next street, or a couple of streets away.”
	36:37 – 36:46

	37:52
	INTERVIEW ENDS; THANKS GIVEN TO ANNETTE FOR TAKING PART IN THE INTERVIEW
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