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INTERVIEWER
[00:00:00] - This interview is being conducted for the Marmite Housing, a People's History Project.
[00:00:06] - My name is Lise and the respondent is Graham Noble. This is the 28th of July 2025
[00:00:14] - and the interview is taking place at Graham's home in Lochielside. Thank you very much for agreeing to be interviewed for this project.
[00:00:26] - For the record, would you please confirm your name?

GRAHAM
[00:00:30] - My full name is Andrew Graham Noble.

INTERVIEWER
[00:00:34] - What year were you born?

GRAHAM
[00:00:37] - 1940.

INTERVIEWER
[00:00:39] - Where were you born?

GRAHAM
[00:00:42] - Rotten Row Hospital in the middle of Glasgow, but brought up in Maryhill.

INTERVIEWER
[00:00:51] - And where do you live now?

GRAHAM
[00:00:54] - I live at Kinlocheil, Lochaber, which is 10 miles from Fort William on the road to Mallaig, an old Highland community.

INTERVIEWER
[00:01:07] - Can you tell me a little bit about your family, parents, siblings, where you grew up, where your family came from?

GRAHAM
[00:01:18] - Well, my earliest memories of childhood.
[00:01:25] - Maryhill, Glasgow, Stratford Street.
[00:01:30] - Down floor flat in a tenement, which had two, four, six, eight families living in the tenement.
[00:01:42] - We were in the bottom flat.
[00:01:44] - A room and kitchen.
[00:01:46] - Two brothers, Alistair and Ronnie, both 18 months apart, younger than I am.
[00:01:55] - So I was born in 1940.
[00:01:58] - One of the main memories of that time, which was just after the war.
[00:02:05] - I mean, I was five, 1945.
[00:02:08] - Tenement still had scaffolding and they were dismantling that.
[00:02:14] - And I recall having to sleep in the same bed as my two brothers.
[00:02:21] - So there was three of us in the one bed.
[00:02:23] - And this was in the best room, or the room that was used for visitors.
[00:02:30] - So, difficult, cramped lifestyle, but quite a happy one in that we were well fed.
[00:02:40] - My granny, my mother's mother, used to come and look after us whilst my parents worked.
[00:02:48] - And that continued right up until about 1952, I think.

INTERVIEWER
[00:02:55] - And your parents' working life, what did they both do?

GRAHAM
[00:03:00] - My father was an insurance agent, so he was a white collar worker.
[00:03:05] - He had started working in a law firm, a McGregor Donald in Glasgow, as a law clerk.
[00:03:12] - And then he switched to insurance with the Pearl Insurance Company, and then the cooperative.
[00:03:19] - So, he was a well-kent figure in Maryhill, collecting insurance policy money on Thursdays and Fridays.
[00:03:27] - My mother worked and ran a dairy which we had.
[00:03:38] - In my family, on my father's side, there's always been shops involved in the family.
[00:03:47] - Various uncles had one or two shops, all small shops, all dairies.
[00:03:54] - And my mother ran one in Maitland Street, just opposite the northern police station.
[00:04:02] - So, she was out most of the day, most days, and that's where the granny came in, looking after my two brothers and I.

INTERVIEWER
[00:04:12] - Can you tell me a bit about the actual house that you grew up in, in terms of the heating source, plumbing facilities?

GRAHAM
[00:04:24] - Oh, that's quite simple.
[00:04:29] - The only heating in these properties, 36 Stratford Street.
[00:04:36] - It's interesting.
[00:04:38] - Around Stratford Street there was also Shakespeare Street, Hathaway Street and Garriach Road.
[00:04:48] - Note all names from Shakespeare's literature, Shakespearean literature.
[00:04:56] - Heating in our house, a coal-fired range in the kitchen, which was pretty inefficient.
[00:05:07] - And a coal fire in this, what was the bedroom come sitting room.
[00:05:13] - And that was the only form of heating available.
[00:05:16] - Gas cooker.
[00:05:18] - So, sometimes the gas cooker was called in as a heater in the winter.
[00:05:23] - My father was obsessive about keeping us all warm.
[00:05:27] - And in the bathroom, or toilet rather, not a bathroom, he removed some of the flooring and put in a trapdoor.
[00:05:42] - And with his contacts at the coal mine up in Gilshochill, there was a coal pit up there, still operating just after the war.
[00:05:55] - So, my father managed to get tonnes and tonnes of coal.
[00:05:59] - And all this coal was put down into the basement of the toilet.
[00:06:05] - And I'm sure when the building was demolished many years later,
[00:06:09] - the guys demolishing the place must have thought they'd struck a coal seam.
[00:06:16] - Because we never used tons and tons of coal.
[00:06:19] - But it was there for emergencies.
[00:06:21] - Because remember at that time, 1947-48, the winters were proper winters.
[00:06:28] - Snow laying the ground for a couple of months at a time, through maybe mid-December to the end of February.
[00:06:38] - That doesn't happen nowadays.
[00:06:40] - So that was my dad trying to look after us in that sense of keeping the place warm.
[00:06:46] - In the close, as we called it, there were, I've said eight families.
[00:06:56] - In actual fact, there would be 12 families up the one close, number 36.
[00:07:04] - And if my memory serves me properly, four of the 12 families were almost entirely Gaelic-speaking.
[00:07:17] - And Mrs MacLeod had a reasonable English, but she wasn't very proficient at it.
[00:07:25] - And there was another family, McLaws, who hardly spoke any English at all.

INTERVIEWER
[00:07:31] - Were these Outer Hebrides, Highlands?

GRAHAM
[00:07:34] - These were people who had obviously come from the Hebrides, pre-war, pre-war.

INTERVIEWER
[00:07:42] - So it sounds like it was quite a tight-knit community and any particular characters or people in the streets?

GRAHAM
[00:07:50] - Tight-knit community and the fact that nobody needed to lock their doors.
[00:07:57] - Children played commonly in the streets.
[00:07:59] - We used to play at peever, or we called it, or hopscotch I think is the English word.
[00:08:05] - We always had little gangs, fairly innoxious, in fact.
[00:08:14] - But we ranged far and wide.
[00:08:18] - At the foot of Stratford Street, you came to Garrioch Road.
[00:08:22] - Garrioch Road led down to an extension of the park,
[00:08:29] - which originated at Queen Margaret Drive and followed the River Kelvin.
[00:08:38] - So the River Kelvin passed the bottom of Stratford Street Garrioch Road.
[00:08:43] - So we had all that kind of area to play in.
[00:08:46] - And there was a railway sidings.
[00:08:48] - So we used to play in the railway sidings and jump onto the slow-moving trains
[00:08:54] - that were shunting scrap metal from the Second World War into all the sidings.
[00:09:01] - So it was a kind of marvellous place for silly young boys like us to play in.
[00:09:06] - We used to get into trouble sometimes.
[00:09:09] - But, aye, good memories mainly. Good memories mainly.
[00:09:14] - My school was Shakespeare Street School, literally across the road.
[00:09:20] - Very happy memories of primary school.
[00:09:23] - Fell in love with Miss Bennet, I remember, my main primary teacher.
[00:09:31] - What else in that area?
[00:09:33] - Immediately there was a dairy in Stratford Street.
[00:09:37] - Small dairy selling milk and bread.
[00:09:40] - In Shakespeare Street, where the school was, there was the cooperative,
[00:09:44] - which consisted of a bigger grocer's shop and a butcher shop.
[00:09:50] - And I recall having to queue up, I think, on a Saturday morning,
[00:09:57] - for two sausages for each member of the household
[00:10:01] - and maybe half a pound of mince and, if you were lucky, some chops.
[00:10:07] - Because rationing was still absolutely prevalent at that time.
[00:10:11] - Same with a sweetie shop.
[00:10:14] - A Mr Bell had a newspaper shop and he also sold sweeties.
[00:10:21] - And the sweeties were distributed via coupons as well.
[00:10:26] - So you're talking here about the late 40s into the early 50s.
[00:10:31] - I can't remember quite what date rationing finished.
[00:10:37] - But I do remember a well-fired, we used to call it a half loaf, a plain loaf,
[00:10:46] - was tuppence, ha'penny or three pence, I think, at that time.

INTERVIEWER
[00:10:51] - Any other food memories or favourite meals from that period of time?

GRAHAM
[00:10:59] - It's not a question of favourite meals. We were very lucky.
[00:11:02] - We were all very poor.
[00:11:04] - Just after the war there was limited fresh vegetables, etc, etc.
[00:11:12] - However, we always had an allotment, so we were lucky.
[00:11:17] - So did all my uncles and aunts. They had allotments too.
[00:11:22] - So my grandmother, who we often thought was quite a grumpy old lady.
[00:11:28] - But I suppose it wasn't surprising because Granny Graham had had 11 children
[00:11:36] - by the time she came to watch us and cook us lunches or suppers or whatever.
[00:11:44] - Well, we didn't call it supper. Dinner!
[00:11:47] - But there was also always wholesome food. I always remember.
[00:11:53] - We were never without hough soup.
[00:11:56] - My granny made it, my mother made it.
[00:11:59] - And there was always hough soup on the go.
[00:12:02] - Mince and tatties.
[00:12:04] - With your mince and tatties you're always given a glass of milk.
[00:12:07] - So I suppose it was very fatty and technically not all that healthy.
[00:12:14] - But anyway, we all survived.
[00:12:15] - And everybody was skinny. That's what I remember.
[00:12:19] - Total contrast to Maryhill Shakespeare Street, Stratford Street where I lived.
[00:12:25] - That was up near the canal at the factory Brighton Maze
[00:12:30] - who made the sworn vests and matches.
[00:12:34] - There was always issues with the poor women who worked in there
[00:12:38] - having scabs on their face from the sulphur on the matches.
[00:12:43] - I remember issues around that. I can't remember the detail.
[00:12:47] - Anyway, as I said earlier, my mother had a small dairy shop in Maitland Street
[00:12:53] - in the Cowcaddens.
[00:12:55] - And I used to go there after school to help.
[00:12:59] - Around there, a marvellous community, poor as mice.
[00:13:05] - You would describe it nowadays as definitely a slum part of Glasgow.
[00:13:10] - People were all terrific.
[00:13:12] - And if somebody died, it wasn't the doctor they went for.
[00:13:18] - They went up to Peggy McLaren who lived up the same close as next to the shop.
[00:13:26] - And Peggy would come and lay people out and do all the necessary things for the dead.
[00:13:33] - The police were always in and out of the shop.
[00:13:37] - The back shop was always a kind of hidey-hole for people to come and have a cup of tea or a greet
[00:13:43] - or talk to my mother because something had happened in the family and so on.
[00:13:50] - Maitland Street is very close to Cowcaddens.
[00:13:53] - And I suppose we get into the late 50s, early 60s now.
[00:13:57] - STV had just opened their television studio at the top of Hope Street.
[00:14:03] - And all the staff from STV used to come in for their sandwiches.
[00:14:12] - And cups of tea and coffee.
[00:14:14] - So it was a great place, great character.
[00:14:17] - I think the main feeling and memory I have of both Maryhill when I was 5 to 10
[00:14:28] - and then 10 to 16 travelling up and down to the Cowcaddens and my mother's shop
[00:14:36] - was that Glasgow was a very happy place.
[00:14:41] - These communities were happy communities.
[00:14:43] - There was very rarely any trouble.
[00:14:46] - Despite what you read about gangs in Glasgow, etc, etc,
[00:14:50] - at that time it wasn't a big issue in Maryhill or the Cowcaddens.
[00:14:56] - I know there may have been some issues over the other South side of the river,
[00:15:02] - but that's a different story, a different time.

INTERVIEWER
[00:15:04] - That period as you were kids going out and about
[00:15:11] - and you've described your railway adventures,
[00:15:15] - as you were kind of getting a wee bit older,
[00:15:20] - the kind of leisure activities, cinema, music,
[00:15:24] - that kind of thing, was that a big part of your life?

GRAHAM
[00:15:27] - Yeah, the cinema was incredibly important
[00:15:30] - in Maryhill from St. George's Cross up to Queen's Cross, up to Gairbraid Avenue and out to  Bearsden.
[00:15:41] - There were one, two, three, four, five cinemas in the one road, the one kind of through road.
[00:15:54] - The first cinema was the Seymour near St. George's Cross and the next one up,
[00:16:01] - I can't remember the name of that.
[00:16:02] - Then there was the Star and Maryhill Road and then the Roxy at Gairbraid Avenue
[00:16:08] - and then the Rio out at Bearsden which was the posh place.
[00:16:12] - You only went there on a Saturday morning for the ABC Miners.
[00:16:16] - Or we used to go to Byers Road to the cinema there and that was ABC Miners.
[00:16:22] - Flash Gordon, Emperor Ming, the Lone Ranger, all that kind of wonderful stuff that we enjoyed as children.
[00:16:32] - We were very lucky, as I said earlier, to have at the foot of Stratford Street and Gairbraid Road
[00:16:40] - a section of the park which actually ran from the top of Byers Road, the Botanic Gardens,
[00:16:50] - down to the River Kelvin and the River Kelvin wound its way up to Maryhill to the foot of our street.
[00:16:57] - So we were very lucky in that we had parkland to play in.
[00:17:01] - So you couldn't complain.
[00:17:03] - The problem at that point was the River Kelvin, unlike it is now, it's pretty clean I think,
[00:17:10] - and there were even fish in it, but at that time it was blue one day and red the next.
[00:17:17] - Oh, and occasionally it would be green and yellow.
[00:17:19] - And this was the dye from all the factories up the river, polluting the Kelvin.
[00:17:26] - Terrible, because we didn't really understand that as kids.
[00:17:30] - But he didn't go near the water because it was obviously poison.
[00:17:35] - Nothing lived in it, apart from rats along the edge of the river bank.

INTERVIEWER
[00:17:39] - So with that particular time and you mentioned a couple of different industry things with the
[00:17:49] - match factories and further up the river, what else were you most aware of at that time?

GRAHAM
[00:17:56] - That industry, polluting the rivers, was at a place called Dossholm Park, which is out near Maryhill Park.
[00:18:06] - And Dossholm, of course it's all cleaned up now, but I think that whole area is part of Glasgow University campus.
[00:18:15] - Now whether it's technical or medical, I don't know, but it's all poshed up now in security.
[00:18:21] - And there's no pollution going into the river Kelvin at all.
[00:18:26] - It's all been glorified and changed since the 50s out of that part of Glasgow.
[00:18:33] - Because remember, Maryhill was on the edge of  Bearsden.
[00:18:36] -  Bearsden was middle class.
[00:18:37] - I had a couple of aunties lived out in Killermont, or Killer-mont we called it.
[00:18:43] - Or a lovely name was, we had another auntie lived in  Milngavie, and that was how they pronounced it.
[00:18:52] - Oh, Aunt Ina lives in  Milngavie, because they were moving up the social scale a wee bitty.
[00:19:00] - But actually it's Mull Guy, Mill Guy, it was a mill, a water mill.
[00:19:07] - So we always used to pull our legs and say,
[00:19:09] - Oh, you live in  Milngavie?
[00:19:11] - No,  Milngavie, she would say.
[00:19:14] - And from  Milngavie,  Milngavie, you were then at the reservoir for Glasgow Water Reservoir.
[00:19:25] - Gosh, the name's  Mugdock,  Mugdock Reservoir.
[00:19:31] - That supplied the water for the city of Glasgow.
[00:19:34] - It came from Loch Catron.
[00:19:37] - Beyond  Mugdock Reservoir, you had Carbeth, and the beginning of the walk,
[00:19:45] - which is now called the West Highland Way.
[00:19:49] - We used to use it to walk out to the Whangie, where I first rock climbed,
[00:19:57] - or further afield out to Loch Lomondside in the summer.
[00:20:03] - But that was never called the West Highland Way then.
[00:20:07] - However, at  Mugdock, there's an old wood just a couple of miles beyond the reservoir towards Carbeth.
[00:20:19] - I think it was Craigallian, Craigallan, Craigallion.
[00:20:22] - And there were always lots of interesting old characters.
[00:20:27] - To me, they were old characters.
[00:20:29] - They probably weren't that old.
[00:20:30] - People who had been in the Second World War,
[00:20:34] - and people who worked in the Clydeside, tradesmen.
[00:20:38] - And they were all left-wing socialists, and they were all climbers.
[00:20:43] - And that's where the climbers used to meet.
[00:20:45] - Either coming back from being up a bit further North,
[00:20:51] - Arrochar, for example, climbing there.
[00:20:53] - And often they would meet at the big fire at Craigallian,
[00:20:57] - and before going back into the city.
[00:21:00] - The tramcar used to run, you see, from Milngavie.
[00:21:03] - The tramcar ran right into town, and right across Glasgow,
[00:21:08] - to the very - Auchin-Shuggle, Auchenshuggle
[00:21:11] - A huge distance.
[00:21:12] - And I think it was only about a penny on the tramcar
[00:21:16] - just after the war, through the 50s.

INTERVIEWER
[00:21:19] - With these kind of further afield places,
[00:21:23] - was that time for visits during holidays,
[00:21:27] - or did you ever go away?

GRAHAM
[00:21:29] - Yeah, we were very, very lucky.
[00:21:31] - And, you know, that's my father's older sister.
[00:21:36] - You see, I'll just repeat this.
[00:21:39] - In my mother's family, there were 11 children.
[00:21:43] - In my father's family, there were seven.
[00:21:47] - One of my father's sisters, I know, was a maiden aunt.
[00:21:53] - And between her and my father,
[00:21:57] - we bought a small cottage in Fairlie, near Largs.
[00:22:03] - So we were very, very, very lucky as children.
[00:22:09] - Summer holidays would come,
[00:22:11] - and my granny would come down with us to the cottage at Fairlie.
[00:22:18] - And so we were there for the whole of the summer holidays.
[00:22:21] - Parents came down for a week here and a week there
[00:22:23] - when they could from getting away from the shop and work and so on.
[00:22:29] - But we spent our days on boats, mainly,
[00:22:35] - gathering cockles and mussels one day,
[00:22:38] - peeling the cockles and mussels the next day at the jetty,
[00:22:42] - selling them to the fishermen who had come down,
[00:22:45] - hire a boat and go out and fish in the Firth of Clyde.
[00:22:50] - And, of course, at that time, you could put your hook, line and sinker down
[00:22:55] - with a bit of mussel or a bit of cockle at the end of it.
[00:22:58] - And you would feel it going to the bottom,
[00:23:01] - sandy bottom between the mainland and Millport and Cumbrae.
[00:23:06] - And it would be down there for two minutes
[00:23:07] - and you'd give it a wee bouncy up and down.
[00:23:10] - And then you'd feel a tug.
[00:23:12] - And then you'd pull up a cod or a haddock.
[00:23:17] - It might be three or four pounds.
[00:23:20] - It might be five pounds.
[00:23:22] - Sometimes it was a dogfish.
[00:23:24] - Quite often it was a flounder.
[00:23:26] - Some of the flounders were the size of a plate.
[00:23:28] - So you're talking there again, the 50s, 1950s,
[00:23:33] - maybe up until 1960.
[00:23:36] - And then the whole thing was collapsing at that point.
[00:23:39] - And you could hardly get a fish.
[00:23:41] - But then there was plenty of fish.
[00:23:44] - And we always had Ayrshire potatoes
[00:23:46] - growing in the fields along the coast
[00:23:49] - between Fairlie and West Kilbride.
[00:23:51] - And I remember it was the Howie family
[00:23:53] - who ran the farms there.
[00:23:56] - And the only thing the potatoes ever saw
[00:23:58] - as a fertiliser was seaweed.
[00:24:01] - So the potatoes were amazing.
[00:24:04] - Ayrshire tatties growing in seaweed.
[00:24:06] - You don't get that now.
[00:24:08] - You get Ayrshire potatoes
[00:24:09] - but I don't know what they grow them with.
[00:24:12] - But it's certainly not seaweed
[00:24:13] - because they've got very little taste or flavour now.
[00:24:16] - But that was great, childhood.
[00:24:18] - So childhood was great.
[00:24:19] - We were very, very lucky.
[00:24:20] - We also felt safe.
[00:24:23] - There was hardly a family in Stratford Street
[00:24:25] - or around where my mother had the shop
[00:24:28] - where people locked their doors.
[00:24:31] - You were in and out of houses whenever you wanted.
[00:24:35] - Somebody got in trouble.
[00:24:36] - There was people there to help.
[00:24:39] - Even the local bobbies used to walk around
[00:24:42] - and be friendly with the people.
[00:24:44] - No Panda cars then.
[00:24:48] - Things changed in the 60s very rapidly though.
[00:24:53] - Housing schemes.
[00:24:54] - Big error, big mistake.
[00:24:58] - We moved from Stratford Street to Drumchapel
[00:25:02] - to a new house.
[00:25:04] - Terribly exciting.
[00:25:06] - Terribly excited for everybody.
[00:25:09] - Mind you, we didn't have a bedroom each.
[00:25:11] - We only had two bedrooms.
[00:25:15] - My brothers and I still shared a bedroom.
[00:25:18] - Although we had separate single beds this time.
[00:25:22] - But that was Drumchapel.

INTERVIEWER
[00:25:24] - How old were you at that point?

GRAHAM
[00:25:26] - When would that be?
[00:25:30] - When would that be?
[00:25:30] - I was still at school.
[00:25:32] - Mid-fifties.
[00:25:34] - So that was a big change?
[00:25:38] - Oh, a big change and a big mistake.
[00:25:40] - Huge mistake.
[00:25:42] - We hated it eventually.
[00:25:45] - Once the honeymoon was over
[00:25:47] - we tried to make a garden out of really rough ground.
[00:25:51] - What was it?
[00:25:53] - Linkwood Drive I think was the name of the street.
[00:25:56] - Then my Aunt Jean came out and she moved quite near us
[00:25:59] - and she was excited.
[00:26:01] - A new house.
[00:26:02] - Within a year people had moved from the tenements
[00:26:05] - out to these housing schemes like Drumchapel.
[00:26:09] - An Easter house was being built at that time.
[00:26:12] - I think Castlemilk was too.
[00:26:14] - It was a big con.
[00:26:16] - A big con by the Labour government as far as I can recall.
[00:26:23] - And there were no amenities.
[00:26:26] - That was the point.
[00:26:27] - There was practically nothing.
[00:26:29] - There was one shop I think when we got to Drumchapel
[00:26:34] - for what?
[00:26:35] - A couple of thousand families.
[00:26:37] - And if you wanted to go to a supermarket
[00:26:40] - or somewhere to buy in bulk for a family
[00:26:44] - you had to take a bloody bus into Clydebank
[00:26:47] - or back into Glasgow.
[00:26:50] - So it was costing money all the time.
[00:26:52] - And then of course the kids, the teenagers
[00:26:54] - had very little to do
[00:26:57] - and that's when a lot of the gang structuring
[00:27:00] - really took off.
[00:27:02] - Places like Drumchapel, Castlemilk,
[00:27:05] - Easterhouse in particular
[00:27:06] - which I worked in years later
[00:27:10] - with the gangs funnily enough.
[00:27:13] - But that time I was working for
[00:27:15] - in the 60s for the Gorbals group
[00:27:19] - who ran adventure playgrounds
[00:27:22] - one in the Gorbals
[00:27:23] - and we built one out in Easter House.
[00:27:25] - So I had quite a lot of experience
[00:27:28] - of actually working with these kids
[00:27:30] - and I was in my mid-twenties by that time.
[00:27:33] - And it was a big shock to see
[00:27:36] - what was happening to Glasgow.
[00:27:38] - And of course the police
[00:27:42] - they had developed a whole different society
[00:27:46] - a whole different culture
[00:27:47] - of dealing with these young men mainly
[00:27:53] - but not just young men.
[00:27:55] - And they were pretty rough
[00:27:57] - often pretty violent
[00:28:00] - not understanding the sociological aspects
[00:28:03] - and the fact that there were no jobs
[00:28:05] - and if there were jobs
[00:28:07] - there were rubbish jobs.
[00:28:09] - The whole thing was very difficult.

INTERVIEWER
[00:28:12] - And in terms of the dynamic then
[00:28:15] - of that community
[00:28:16] - was that made up of folk
[00:28:19] - from different parts of the city
[00:28:21] - or did kind of whole community
[00:28:25] - of Maryhill folk move out to the same place?

GRAHAM 
[00:28:29] - That was one of the problems
[00:28:30] - the new housing
[00:28:34] - post-war housing
[00:28:36] - I don't know the technical allocation system
[00:28:41] - but you ended up
[00:28:43] - with people you didn't know
[00:28:45] - not necessarily from the same
[00:28:46] - kind of streets in Maryhill
[00:28:48] - that we knew
[00:28:49] - and that was the same
[00:28:50] - in the Easterhouse
[00:28:51] - and all over
[00:28:52] - so they terribly mixed
[00:28:56] - and I think there was a problem
[00:29:00] - when Catholic and Protestant
[00:29:03] - Rangers and Celtic
[00:29:04] - that kind of began to really take off
[00:29:07] - at that time in a big way
[00:29:09] - there's problems all over the city
[00:29:12] - but when I worked there in the Easterhouse
[00:29:14] - with the Adventure Playgrounds
[00:29:17] - and we established a thing called
[00:29:20] - the Easterhouse Project
[00:29:21] - and I got in touch with Frankie Vaughan
[00:29:23] - who was a kind of singer
[00:29:25] - crooner
[00:29:26] - entertainer at that time
[00:29:27] - because he ran boys clubs in London
[00:29:30] - he offered to come up
[00:29:32] - he did
[00:29:33] - there was an amnesty
[00:29:35] - for the four gangs in Easterhouse
[00:29:38] - and they handed in weapons
[00:29:40] - i.e. knives and swords and so on
[00:29:43] - a lot of publicity
[00:29:44] - we got the thing off the ground
[00:29:46] - and built a project
[00:29:48] - we had moderate success
[00:29:53] - over a few years
[00:29:54] - Archie Hind
[00:29:56] - who's a Glasgow writer
[00:29:57] - and Glasgow novelist
[00:29:58] - he and I worked together
[00:29:59] - on that project
[00:30:01] - with some really good other people
[00:30:03] - John Sampson was one of them
[00:30:06] - we had links to Glasgow University
[00:30:09] - for kind of peer support
[00:30:12] - on how to run a project
[00:30:14] - which was a trust etc
[00:30:17] - Hugh Brown was the MP
[00:30:19] - for Easter House at that point
[00:30:22] - he was very supportive
[00:30:24] - but the police never liked
[00:30:26] - what we were doing
[00:30:27] - they saw us as interfering communists
[00:30:31] - or interfering Marxists as they said
[00:30:33] - and of course I wasn't a member of the
[00:30:36] - the masons like the rest of my family
[00:30:38] - that didn't go down well
[00:30:40] - I always remember at my father's funeral
[00:30:44] - an assistant chief constable
[00:30:47] - who I'd known away back in the Easterhouse days
[00:30:51] - shook my hand and looked at me and said
[00:30:54] - noble you know half the man your father was
[00:30:57] - meaning I wasn't a Mason
[00:31:02] - anyway
[00:31:02] - that's a wee anecdotal piece of information
[00:31:06] - that might be of interest

INTERVIEWER
[00:31:11] - so that's
[00:31:13] - given me a kind of
[00:31:15] - a rich picture of the
[00:31:17] - the social
[00:31:20] - landscape at that time
[00:31:21] - and
[00:31:23] - the kind of shift in dynamic as well
[00:31:26] - with
[00:31:26] - that
[00:31:29] - other community
[00:31:30] - of
[00:31:31] - a kind of
[00:31:31] - displacement
[00:31:32] - of being moved from your
[00:31:34] - kind of
[00:31:34] - roots
[00:31:36] - into a new
[00:31:37] - a new situation

GRAHAM 
[00:31:40] - maybe I haven't
[00:31:42] - explained to you
[00:31:45] - from the age of
[00:31:48] - 18
[00:31:48] - 19
[00:31:49] - 20
[00:31:50] - so that was 58
[00:31:51] - 59
[00:31:51] - 60
[00:31:51] - I began to
[00:31:54] - change
[00:31:55] - my whole
[00:31:56] - kind of
[00:31:57] - mode of life
[00:31:58] - by going to
[00:31:59] - art school
[00:32:01] - meeting new people
[00:32:02] - from different backgrounds
[00:32:04] - but
[00:32:05] - very different from
[00:32:07] - the
[00:32:08] - the kind of
[00:32:09] - way I was brought up
[00:32:10] - Maryhill
[00:32:11] - so I was kind of receding away from
[00:32:13] - my
[00:32:15] - old family connections
[00:32:16] - so there was the art school connection
[00:32:20] - that led
[00:32:21] - to
[00:32:22] - the
[00:32:23] - climbing world
[00:32:24] - and I
[00:32:25] - got into
[00:32:26] - climbing in a
[00:32:27] - serious way
[00:32:28] - and
[00:32:30] - so in a sense
[00:32:31] - I was moving away
[00:32:32] - from my roots
[00:32:33] - if you like
[00:32:35] - got my own
[00:32:36] - flat
[00:32:36] - in Hill Street
[00:32:37] - in Glasgow
[00:32:39] - with Alistair Gray
[00:32:40] - we shared a flat for years
[00:32:41] - and
[00:32:43] - I began travelling abroad
[00:32:46] - when I could
[00:32:47] - so I spent a year in Spain
[00:32:49] - eight months
[00:32:50] - nine months
[00:32:51] - in Ireland
[00:32:52] - working
[00:32:53] - in Kilkenny design workshop
[00:32:56] - so I was travelling a bit
[00:32:58] - I used to come back to Glasgow
[00:33:00] - but
[00:33:01] - Glasgow was changing
[00:33:04] - so was I
[00:33:06] - and
[00:33:07] - when did you finally
[00:33:08] - make the move
[00:33:10] - you know
[00:33:11] - from Glasgow
[00:33:12] - indefinitely
[00:33:15] - when
[00:33:16] - 19
[00:33:18] - oh
[00:33:19] - 1968
[00:33:21] - 69
[00:33:22] - I met Janet
[00:33:23] - Gladson
[00:33:24] - and we decided to get married
[00:33:26] - we moved out to Fintry
[00:33:30] - over the Campsie Hills
[00:33:32] - nice little place
[00:33:34] - and then
[00:33:35] - we decided to
[00:33:37] - pull out of Glasgow
[00:33:38] - working all together
[00:33:39] - and
[00:33:41] - bought a house
[00:33:41] - near Tyndrum
[00:33:44] - so
[00:33:44] - began my life
[00:33:46] - in the Highlands
[00:33:47] - which really
[00:33:48] - hasn't changed
[00:33:48] - that much
[00:33:50] - and I was
[00:33:50] - teaching climbing
[00:33:51] - at that point
[00:33:53] - eventually
[00:33:54] - at
[00:33:55] - Locheil Centre
[00:33:56] - in Fort William
[00:33:57] - which is just along the road
[00:33:58] - from here
[00:34:00] - seems a long time ago now
[00:34:01] - that
[00:34:04] - dates
[00:34:04] - I can't quite remember
[00:34:05] - but I was at
[00:34:06] - Locheil Centre for
[00:34:07] - two or three years
[00:34:08] - I was at Braithwaite Hall
[00:34:10] - in Ambleside
[00:34:11] - another climbing centre
[00:34:14] - and then
[00:34:15] - I met Janet
[00:34:16] - then we got married
[00:34:17] - then we moved to Tyndrum
[00:34:19] - ha
[00:34:20] - sorry I'm getting confused now
[00:34:22] - about my dates
[00:34:24] - then we moved to Glenelg
[00:34:26] - what have I done since then?
[00:34:28] - lots of things
[00:34:28] - worked with Gypsy Traveller communities
[00:34:30] - Aberdeen University
[00:34:33] - on the Book of Deer project
[00:34:35] - with
[00:34:37] - Colm O'Boyle
[00:34:38] - and Donald Meek
[00:34:39] - I've done
[00:34:40] - so many things
[00:34:42] - now that
[00:34:43] - I think
[00:34:44] - what's interesting is that
[00:34:46] - at 84 now
[00:34:48] - when I think about
[00:34:50] - the 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s
[00:34:52] - people like me
[00:34:54] - were able to move
[00:34:57] - from one job
[00:35:00] - one profession
[00:35:01] - if you like
[00:35:02] - to another
[00:35:03] - and have two or three
[00:35:05] - and have
[00:35:07] - multi-skills
[00:35:09] - you could move around
[00:35:10] - if you didn't like one
[00:35:11] - particular job
[00:35:13] - you moved to another
[00:35:14] - that was more suitable
[00:35:15] - or you created
[00:35:17] - a job
[00:35:18] - that was
[00:35:19] - suitable
[00:35:20] - for your character
[00:35:21] - and your expertise
[00:35:23] - that's
[00:35:24] - almost impossible
[00:35:25] - now
[00:35:25] - for people to do
[00:35:27] - very difficult
[00:35:28] - for young people
[00:35:29] - to have that
[00:35:30] - choice
[00:35:31] - that we had
[00:35:32] - at that time
[00:35:33] - aye
[00:35:34] - not easy
[00:35:35] - I wouldn't like to be
[00:35:36] - a teenager
[00:35:37] - or in my early 20s
[00:35:38] - now
[00:35:39] - I'm afraid

INTERVIEWER
[00:35:40] - thank you so much
[00:35:42] - for
[00:35:43] - giving me
[00:35:44] - a real
[00:35:45] - insight into
[00:35:47] - Glasgow's
[00:35:48] - changing
[00:35:48] - landscape
[00:35:51] - anything
[00:35:51] - final
[00:35:52] - to add
[00:35:53] - before we finish?

GRAHAM 
[00:35:56] - I still have
[00:35:57] - a great deal
[00:35:58] - of time
[00:35:59] - for Glasgow
[00:36:00] - although I don't live
[00:36:01] - in Glasgow
[00:36:01] - I visit my
[00:36:03] - daughter
[00:36:04] - in Glasgow
[00:36:05] - from time to time
[00:36:07] - I always like
[bookmark: _GoBack][00:36:09] - going back to Glasgow
[00:36:10] - I've got a great respect
[00:36:12] - for the
[00:36:13] - Glaswegian
[00:36:14] - and the culture
[00:36:16] - and
[00:36:17] - although things
[00:36:17] - are not
[00:36:18] - as happy-doby
[00:36:20] - as they
[00:36:21] - used to be
[00:36:24] - I still
[00:36:25] - think
[00:36:26] - Glasgow's
[00:36:26] - a major
[00:36:27] - city
[00:36:29] - of great
[00:36:30] - importance
[00:36:34] - and
[00:36:35] - lang
[00:36:35] - lang it
[00:36:36] - continue

INTERVIEWER
[00:36:37] - Thank you
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